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DETERS TOs; 


Pass The Ball 

Having watched the Nebraska- 
Oklahoma St. game in person and the 
Nebraska-Texas A&M game on televi- 
sion, I have drawn one conclusion: Throw 
the ball. Nebraska’s run- 
ning game has been 
lethargic. Defenses are 
being prepared to stop 
the run. Let’s start 
throwing the ball more 
to open up the run 
game. [ can’t remember 
the last time the Huskers 
averaged less than 200 
rushing yards per game. 
Lam not saying air it out 
all the time, but when 
the running game is not 
there, you have to go to 
the pass, It will create 
more opportunities on 
the ground. Look what happened when 
Nebraska started to throw the ball more 
in the third quarter of the OSU game and 
the fourth quarter of the A&M game. We 
scored 28 points. We still have half the 
season left, so let’s make a statement. 


Kevin E. Oneth 
via e-mail 


Frank, Colby, Etc. 

After watching, the Huskers lose to 
Texas A&M today, I’m sure you will be 
receiving a large number of letters asking 
for Frank Solich’s head. 1, for one, will 
stand by Frank and his play-calling. Lam 
sure that those who question Coach 
Solich’s play-calling have not coached 
football for over 25 years, nor are they at 
every practice. So let’s let Solich do his job 
and give him support like true Husker 
fans. 

Also, I would like to comment on your 
Prep Report column profiling Colby 
Freeman. Why don’t you profile an ath- 
lete who is actually going to play for the 
Huskers and is already committed to 
Nebraska, like Josh Davis or Judd Davies, 
instead of a kid who doesn’t know where 
he is going to play? I couldn't care less 
what Colby Freeman did on Friday night, 
what college games he watched on televi- 
sion or whether he thinks his dad is a 
good coach. Let Freeman go to Texas 
A&M, and give some ink to the young 
men we will be watching in the future. 


Kirby Eisenhauer 
Wibaux, Mont. 


Toppled In Texas 
What's going on with the Huskers? I 
know they have a new coach, but the 


players and the system are essentially the 
same. They just don’t look very dominat- 
ing, or at times, very good. Their offense 
looked positively inept against Oklahoma 
St. and Texas A&M. They 
combined for just over 200 
yards rushing in those two 
games. They should be get- 
ting that much ina half. 
They also allowed a defen- 
sive touchdown, which 
proved to be the difference 
in the game. The coaches 
and players knew they 
would have to lean on the 
defense to carry the team 
for a week or two while the 
offense came together, but 
this is ridiculous. If this 
happened in the first week 
or two, it would be some- 
what understandable. In the fifth and 
sixth games of the season, this should not 
be happening. The defense, particularly 
the defensive backs, needs to play better, 
as well. They allowed another long 
touchdown pass and did not come up to 
support the front seven on the long run 
that set up another touchdown. We still 
have an outside shot at the national title 
with one loss, but we will have to pick it 
up on offense to have any chance at all. 


Geoffrey Wilmington 
Kansas City, Mo. 


Colby’s A Keeper 
I'm really upset to hear people saying 
such negative things about Colby 
Freeman (“Letters,” Oct. 17). He seems to 
be a wonderful young man. There are 
hundreds of athletes across the country in 
his position right now, and they 
under the same pressure. The 
dozens of college coaches trying to con- 
vince these kids to go to this college or 
that one. They are trying to play with 
their high school teams, have fun being 
kids and prepare to start being adults. | 
don’t know personally, but I'm sure this 
is an immense pressure for 17-year-olds 
to bear. Thank you, Mr. Freeman, for tak- 
ing time out of your life to tell us about 
the experiences of a prep star. 
Caroline Fiester 
Lincoin, Neb. 
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BALLOUBE'INC 
1 ' 
BETTER CHECK THE VCR 
i You have to wonder what Oklahoma State-Nebraska game Texas A&M coach 
R.C. Slocum watched as he prepared for the No. 18 Aggies’ meeting with the No. 
2 Cornhuskers. 
Slocum viewed what he said was a videotape of Nebraska‘s 24-17 win over 
OSU at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City, Mo., and concluded that, “Oklahoma 
eececcccecccsesccocs State, from what | saw, didn’t do anything revolutionary on defense.” What? They 
didn't? Judging from the radical difference between Slocum’s comments and 
those of the Cornhuskers and Cowboys there seems to be only one explanation: 
In the game-film exchange, Nebraska sent Slocum a tape 
of their last meeting with OSU in 1995, a 64-21 Husker vic- 
tory. 
“We prepared for seven different defenses last week,” 
| Nebraska center Josh Heskew said after the OSU game. 
“And on the first play, | looked up and said, ‘What the 
heck is this defense?’ | had never seen it before in the five 
years that I’ve been here, and it was a scheme that 
worked.” 

It certainly did. OSU held Nebraska to just 4 yards 
rushing the first half and 73 for the game. NU’s 215 yards 
in total offense was its worst performance in 22 seasons. 

OSU defensive coordinator Rob Ryan revealed that the 
Cowboys had taken advantage of an open week to install 
a new scheme. After the game, Ryan said: “You gotta go 
back to the 1940s to look at TCU film, if they had film back 
then, to find (the scheme). 

“It still works. And we're going to shut down every- 
body’s running game. That's our philosophy.” 

SHORT SHOTS 

* The record doesn’t show it, but Kansas coach Terry 
Allen is convinced the Jayhawks have made strides in his 
second season. “We're obviously a better offensive foot- 
ball team, but | don’t know if we're quite as good defen- 
sively,” Allen said before KU’s game at Baylor. “On the 
whole, it's disappointing when you take a look and we're 
2-3 and a year ago we were 4-1 at this time. But I'm still 
convinced that we're a better football team. How much 
better? That remains to be seen.” 

+ Missouri gave Nebraska a scare last year similar to 
what OSU did this season. Tigers’ coach Larry Smith said he wasn’t surprised 
that the close calls had a negative effect in the polls on Nebraska and the two 
teams that almost beat the Huskers. “If a game is close or they don’t score a lot of 
points, then they are penalized for it,” Smith said of Nebraska losing votes in the 

| polls. “Let's face it, the polls are still a name game, but there is a very fine line 
between winning and losing in college football these days. | don’t care what your 
name is, you've got to play from week to week.” 

+ Speaking of the polls, Texas Tech coach Spike Dykes refused to get upset 
when his Red Raiders weren't ranked after moving to 5-0 with a 31-29 win over 
Baylor. “We're used to it,” Dykes said of the pollsters’ snub. “! guess part of the 
reason is that we were picked so low (in the preseason), but that doesn’t bother 
us.” 

+ Baylor coach Dave Roberts planned to move Jermaine Alfred ahead of Odell 
James at quarterback after Alfred came off the bench in the fourth quarter to lead 
four touchdown drives against Tech. But don’t tell Roberts he has a budding 
quarterback controversy on his hands. “We're just trying to get a first down,” said 
Roberts, chuckling. “If we do that, we'll let (the starter) play the next series." 

+ First-year Texas coach Mack Brown remembers the intensity of the OU-Texas 
rivalry from the one season (1984) that he worked as the Sooners’ offensive coor- 
dinator. That's why Brown is amused when he hears people say the series has 
lost its luster because both teams are struggling. “I don’t think it’s lost any of its 
luster,” Brown said. 

VISIT US AT OUR WEBSITE: “Obviously, there'd be more national importance if we were ranked No. 1 and 

il b 1 No. 2. Both of us are trying to get back up where we used to be when it was No. 1 

www.ballqube.com against No. 2. So that may mean that (this year’s game) is even more important 
DO YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING ON THE Wea! ! now then it used to be.” 

1 + Denver Post columnist Jim Armstrong wrote it: “John Blake has been a dis- 

1-800-543-1470 aster as the head coach at Oklahoma, but he is about to accomplish something no 


| 
|) Gther OU coach ever has. He's going to make the alums wish they still had 
zoos | Howard Schnellenberger around.” ll — Dave Sittler 
i 
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Missouri Men? 


Allegiances are 
questioned as the 
Huskers prepare 
for the rematch 


teve Warren and 

Mike Rucker are 

defending — them- 

selves even now, one 
season later. 

“The Missouri game last 
year, I get a lot of stuff 
about that,” Warren said 
recently. “I still do. They 
take that as a victory. They 
really do. It’s kind of like 
they won the national 
championship. 

“There are still a little 
bitter feelings. But it’s 
good-natured between me 
and my friends.” 


“My friends went 
to Missouri, so 
every time I see 
them, they’re 
always talking: 
‘Well, this year 
we’re going to 
beat you guys.’ 
Mike Rucker 


The basis of the bitter 
feelings and the good- 
natured ribbing, of cow 
isNebraska’s dramatic, 
38 overtime victory against 


e, 


Missouri last season at 
Columbia. 
His friends “always say 


Missouri won the game,” 
Rucker said. 

“They say it was an ille- 
gal play.” 

It was the Cornhuskers’ 
tying touchdown on the 
final play of regulation, 
when freshman split end 
Matt Davison caught a 
Scott Frost pass that was 
deflected by wingback 
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Shevin Wiggins. 

The ball was kicked by 
Wiggins. If intentional, such 
kicking is illegal. 

Rucker has a standard 
response to complaints 
about that. “I tell them 
holding goes on every play, 
and that isn’t called,” he 
said. “If they (the officials) 
don’t call it, then it’s not 
illegal.” 

Rucker smiles. The rib- 
bing he takes also is good- 
natured. 

“My best friend and his 
family all 
Missouri,” the 


went to 


senior rush 
end said. “And we've got a 
lot of Missouri fans in St. 
Joe. So they cheer for me, 
but they want Missouri to 
win.” 

Rucker and Warren are 
both from Missouri, Rucker 
from St. Joseph, Warren 
from Springfield. 

“My friends went to 
Missouri, so every time I see 
them, they’re always talk- 
ing: ‘Well, this year we're 
going to beat you 
guys,’ “ he said. 
“We talk about it 
We joke around and 
everything. 

“If we lose, I'll 
probably 
ever go home 
because I would 
never hear the end 
of it. I’ve heard 
enough about that 
game (last season). I can’t 
imagine what it would be 
like if they won.” 

Among his friends from 
Springfield is Kevin Tucker, 
a sophomore tailback for 
the Tigers. 

Missouri, which once 
held its own against 
Nebraska, hasn’t won in a 
series that dates to 1892 
since 1978, when coach 
Warren Powers’ Tigers 


never, 


pulled a 35-31 upset at 
Memorial Stadium. 

The program has gone 
through some hard times, 
but is enje 


ving, a resurgence 
under fifth-year head coach 
Larry Smith, the Associated 
Press Big 12 Coach of the 
Year in 1997. 

Part of Missouri’s prob- 
lem has been losing recruit- 
ing battles for the state’s 
best pI 


While it’s a heated rivalry, 
Missouri natives and 
Nebraska standouts, Rucker 
(above) and Warren, don’t 
have any animosity toward 
the Tigers. 


“| always wanted to go 
to Missouri,” said Rucker. 

But Missouri didn’t take 
an interest in him until near 
the end of his senior year in 
high school because of the 
coaching change that 
brought Smith to Columbia, 
while “Nebraska was right 
there from the beginning,” 
he said. “Missouri really 
didn’t show the same pro- 
fessionalism.” 

Warren never seriously 
considered Missouri. Even 
so, “I probably get a little 
more motivated playing 


Missouri well, 1 
wouldn’t say more motivat- 
ed. I just look at it different- 
ly because it’s my home 
state. So I take a little bit 
more pride in the game. I 
have to go home afterward. 

“I'm not going to be in 
Nebraska the rest of my 
life.” 

Despite Smith’s recruit- 
ing efforts, the Cornhuskers 
already have an oral com- 
mitment from another 
Missouri athlete — Spencer 
Owen, a 6-foot-5, 235- 
pound rush end 
Carrollton. 

Owen, whose mom is a 
Missouri graduate, told the 
Lincoln Journal Star recently: 
“People keep asking if I 
chose Nebraska because 
Mike Rucker and Grant 
Wistrom played there and 
they are from Missouri. | 
never thought about that. 
But those are two of the best 
(rush ends) ever.” 

This year’s Cornhusker 
team also includes sopho- 
more I-back Dan Alexander 
from Wentzville and red- 
shirt freshman tight end 
Tracey Wistrom, Grant's 
brother, from Webb City. 

The ribbing isn’t really 
that big of a deal, according 
to Warren, who takes it all 
in stride. “When I talk to my 
friends back home in 
Missouri, we don’t talk 
much about football,” he 
said. 


from 


“I think our linemen are 
growing every game in 
terms of confidence in 
themselves, in their team- 
mates and (in) what they‘re 
doing.” 

— Frank Solich, on the 
offensive line 


“The national attention 
we got after the 
(Washington) game, | mean 
all year, it was: ‘Nebraska is 
on its way back to Tempe. 
This is another national 
championship team. 

“When you're a young 
team and you haven't 
heard that, (when) people 
have been doubting you, 
you kind of stick your chest 
out a little bit and maybe 
become a little bit compla- 
cent.” 

— |-back DeAngelo Evans 


“Despite the fact that 
we've been throwing the 
ball as well as we've been 
throwing it, teams still 
seem to be putting eigh 
nine-man fronts against us 
and are determined to stop 
the run. 

“So we need to contin- 
ue to throw the ball well. | 
don’t think there’s any 
question about that.” 

— Solich 


“Our offense in high 
school was 75 to 80 percent 
pass. So we hardly run- 
blocked. It wasn’t real diffi- 
cult, but the schemes here 
are pretty difficult. There 
are so many defenses.” 

— Lineman Dominic Raiola 


tiveness that earned him All- 


No Less Intense 


Coach Frank Solich obviously hasn’t lost the competi- 


ig Eight honors as a senior 


fullback for coach Bob Devaney's Cornhuskers in 1965. 

According to some of his players, Solich is 
so intense prior to kickoff that he might be 
willing to put on pads and a helmet and join- 
ing them on the field. 

“There's no way | want out there,” he said 
recently. “Let's get that straight. But | do 
have the personality that | am somewhat 
enthusiastic about it, and | think that does 
show to the players. 

“| don’t see myself as being that emotion- 
al before games, or after games, or during 
games. But yet, | have one of those coach's 
voices where when | start to visit with them 
(the players), sometimes | think they feel I'm 
coming from maybe a little different perspective than | am.” 

Solich coaches the only way he can. “I just want to make 
sure | am coaching within my own personality and not try- 
ing to do something outside of my personality,” he said, ll 


What's Happening In Nebraska Athletics? 


IMPORTANCE OF PRACTICE 

Sophomore |-back DeAngelo Evans has been hampered 
by injuries during his still-young career. He wasn't able to 
practice the week before the Oklahoma State game because 
of a foot injury. 

The lack of practice was a significant factor in his sub-par 
performance against the Cowboys, he said. “When | got in 
the game, my pitch relationship wasn’t as good as it proba- 
bly needed to be.” 

As a result, “I just told myself no matter if I'm injured or 
not, | need to be on the field practicing. That was the 
approach | took my freshman year. No matter how bad | was 
hurting, | was going to be out there practicing. That's the 
thing I'm going back to now, just getting back on the field 
and practicing. 

“If you don't practice, no matter how bad you're beat up, 
you're not going to play well on Saturday. As a player, 
you've got to be able to play through pain. | know about play- 
ing through pain, 

“| just told myself | needed to be out there.” 


NEWCOMBE, CROUCH OR CHRISTO 

Nebraska's use of three quarterbacks this season hasn’t 
been a problem for center Josh Heskew, who doesn’t take 
particular note of which of the three is in the game at a given 
time. 

In the second half of the Oklahoma State game, for exam- 
ple, Eric Crouch replaced Bobby Newcombe so that the 
coaches could discuss some things with Newcombe, Solich 
said. His response in the huddle to Crouch, Heskew said, 
was: “Oh, are you in?” To which, he said, Crouch replied, 
pointing out the obvious: “Yes.” 

“It really does matter” who's playing quarterback, said 
Heskew. 


ALWAYS WILLING TO CHANGE 

Nebraska‘s quarterbacks have to be able to adapt and 
change plays at the line of scrimmage. The ability to audible 
is almost as important as being able to run and throw. 

“In our type of offense, all week long we (the quarter- 
backs) work on our audibles,” redshirt freshman quarterback 
Crouch said. “We get here 15 minutes before the whole team 
meets and we go over all the audibles, all the 
blitzes and anything that’s going to take us ( 


out of a play. 

“We make sure we know what we're 
going to do. Really, you've just got to know 
all the plays and you have to make sure 
you know all the right plays to run at 
all the right defenses. 

“You have to see where all the cov- 
erages are, and you've got to know 
where all your offensive players are. | 
think it's good because our offense is 
run more around an audible system, 
what play is the best to get into. And | 
think that's the best offense to have.” 


PARITY TIME 

Nebraska has earned considerable 
respect with three national champi- 
onships in the past four seasons. But 
that doesn’t make it any easier to con- 
tinue winning. 

“| think there are those people who 
think Nebraska just needs to show up 
and that it will happen, the points will be 
there for 
us," Solich 
said. @ 


NMieasure 
Of Success 


In a pinch, the Huskers should always be able to gain an inch (or a yard). 
The OSU game doesn’t change that theory 


DEANGELO EVANS admitted concern. 

“Any time Nebraska is held to 72 yards 
rushing, there’s a problem,” he said during 
a news conference on the Tuesday after the 
Cornhuskers’ 24-17 victory against 
Oklahoma State. “I don’t want to spend a 
lot of time talking about the Oklahoma 
State game. That’s over. Now we want to 
move ahead.” 

There is no time to dwell on the previous 
week's game during the season. Even so, Nebraska's inabili- 
ty to run the ball against the Cowboys was so out of the 
ordinary that it couldn’t be ignored. 

Nebraska was limited to only 73 (not 72) yards rushing, 
on 36 carries by a defense devised by Oklahoma State defen- 
sive coordinator Rob Ryan — Buddy's son. The defense, 
based on something Texas Christian had done long ago, was 
designed to stop the run. And clearly it did. 

Nebraska went into the game 
ranked second in the nation in rush- 
ing, on the heels of a season-high 434 
yards rushing in its 55-7 victory 
against Washington, and came away 
ranked sixth. 

The 73 yards were the fewest by the 
Cornhuskers since a 35-10 loss at 
Oklahoma in 1975 — Nebraska, which 
had a more pass-oriented offense 
then, managed only 70 yards rushing. 
And they were the fewest in a victory 
since Oct. 22, 1966, when a Bob 
Devaney-coached team defeated 
Colorado, 21-19. 

We're talking 32 years and five 
national championships ago. 

Not counting the Oklahoma State game, Nebraska had 
rushed for fewer than 100 yards in only 12 games since then, 
most recently against Miami (82 yards) in the 1992 Orange 
Bowl. 

And the Cornhuskers had lost 11 of those 12 games. 
Clearly, there has been a correlation between holding 
Nebraska to fewer than 100 yards rushing and winning. 
Hence the concern. 

“| don’t think anybody would guess that’s possible,” said 
fullback Joel Makovicka, who was dropped for a 2-yard loss 
on one of his six carries against Oklahoma State. “You never 
want to expect that.” 

The Cornhuskers lost yardage on six other running plays 
and were stopped for no gain on four others. They averaged 
barely two yards per carry. There was no room to run, 
inside or out. 


Mike 
BABCOCK 
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rare when an opposing team — 

alone a single player — outrushes Nebraska, 
but that’s what happened on Oct. 10 when 
Oklahoma State’s Nathan Simmons outran 
the Cornhuskers, 114 to 110. 


Coach Frank Solich described the performance as “both- 
ersome.” And so it was. 

Nebraska has led the nation in rushing in 11 of the last 18 
seasons, and it was ranked lower than third in only one of the 
other seven seasons — the Cornhuskers were fourth in 1996. 

“1 certainly want the running game to continue to be one 
of the top, if not the top, in the country,” Solich said during 
his weekly news conference on the Tuesday before the 
Texas A&M game. “I want the passing game to be very effi- 
cient and be something when teams decide to come up and 
play us on the run that we're able to go to it right now and 
have great confidence in it. 

“And so we've tried to prepare our football team to be that 
way.” 

Nebraska would find a way to win, he said, “whether that 
means running the ball 95 percent of the time in the game or 
whether that means throwing 25 to 30 passes in order to get 
it done.” 

Exactly why the Cornhuskers didn’t 
run more effectively against 
Oklahoma State was unclear. 

The offensive line graded exception- 
ally high; it was perfect on a season- 
high 67 percent of its plays, and it 
wasn’t charged with a penalty. But it 
had a season-low 29 “pancake” or 
knockdown blocks. And it allowed 
three quarterback sacks, short-circuit- 
ing the passing threat to some degree. 

Typically, Nebraska's offensive line 
has been so dominant coming off the 
ball and driving the defense backward 
that running backs don’t have to look 
for creases. 

Backs have been able to pick up five yards simply by 
falling forward. 

Ordinarily, the Cornhuskers’ option offense has worked 
yell that by the time the quarterback has had to make a 
jon on whether to keep the ball or pitch it, he’s already 
past the line of scrimmage. 

“The Oklahoma State game, we found some ways, some 
formations to get some big plays out of the passing game. So 
you hope that you have enough offense . . . to take care of 
the different schemes you’re seeing and are surprised with, 
and that you can make adjustments in time to get it done,” 
Solich said. 

The variations have to supplement a running attack, 
however. 

That's been the strength of Nebraska for two decades. At 
crunch time, the Cornhuskers have been able to line up and 
run right at the opposition. And it’s no different now. 


Big Red Calendar S Poster 


94 Notional Champions 
or" x 1" 
$16.0 pls 4.0 shipping 


NATIONAL, CHAMPIONS 


‘97 Nationel Chompions 
cael 
$1600 ples $4.0 shipping = 
“tra ofa Champion” 
“95 Nationel Champions, Paro 
att FUGING-Month Big Red Calendar” 10:0 pls 54.00 shipping 
$16,0 lus 1.00 hpi $10.00 pls $4.00 hipping 


Still Available Tom Osborne's 250th Victory Poster 20”x 36” $16.00 + $4.00 Shipping 
Send order to: Rick Anderson Enterprises © P.O. Box 540963 ¢ Omaha, NE 68154 
Now Available ¢ Order Online www.rickanderson.com 
Phone Orders Call: (402)778-9829 Fax order to: (402) 778-9635 


Misty’s selects only the top 10% of all Prime Choice 
beef to serve its customers... 
which puts us in a class by ourselves 


Misty’s has been chosen by Sterling 
Silver as the only restaurant in 
Nebraska that maintains such high 
standards of beef selection, Our 
quality is backed with a full guarantee 
of satisfaction in every juicy bite. 


+ Ask about our gift steak boxes for the holidays or special occasions. 

« 34 year tradition serving Husker fans. 

* Official caterer of Huskers Illustrated, Nebraska women’s volleyball and Nebraska men’s basketball. 
« Recognized in magazines such as Bon Appetite. 


SUV S cms ee: 


Try our Misty’s fine seasonings in B-BQ, gourmet peppercorn, and all purpose. 
Ask your local grocer or call us at 402-466-8424 
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Cornhuskers Scoring Points 
In The Community 


For most of Nebraska's student-athletes, a commitment to the University of 
Nebraska extends beyond the playing field 


BY HIS OWN choice, Dan Alexander's 
recruiting trip to Nebraska in December of 
1994 was unlike any other. Sure, there was 
the requisite tour of the weight room, the 
training table and the like, but there was 
also a trip to the People’s City Mission and 
the burn unit at St. Elizabeth’s Community 
Health Center in Lincoln. Such visits aren’t 
usually part of the recruiting itinerary. But 
Alexander had heard of community 
involvement opportunities available to Nebraska's student- 
athletes, and he wanted to see for himself. 

“Those opportunities were never 
offered to me anywhere else, and 1 wanted 
to make a good impression,” Alexander 
said. “I knew being involved was a priori- 
ty here, and I said if I was going to spend 
four or five years of my life here, I wanted 
to be a part of the community in Lincoln. I 
wanted to let them know that I wanted to 
make a difference. Anyone in the public 
eye should give something back.” 

Alexander's attitude is refreshing, but 
it’s hardly unique. At least not at 
Nebraska. 

In fact, among those who made the mis- 
sion and hospital visits with him that night 
four years ago were former Huskers 
Christian and Jason Peter and Grant 
Wistrom. According to Keith Zimmer, 
Nebraska's director of life skills, the 
opportunity to become involved in the 
community and in the state is open to all 
700-plus Husker student-athletes, the 
majority of whom take advantage of that 
opportunity. 

“Its not required, but we make sure every athlete is 
made aware that those opportunities exist,” Zimmer said. 
“The reason we do it is because we want to promote a total- 
person program. The best preparation for life is to get them 
involved in more than just athletics. We emphasize person- 
al, career and life skills development, so along those lines, it 
makes sense to get them involved in the community.” 

October is “National Make A Difference Month” and 
there have been a number of items on the Huskers’ outreach 
agenda, including the kickoff of the “Tour of Excellence,” 
which celebrates education. It was an event in which more 
than 2,000 students from central Nebraska gathered in 
Kearney to hear Big, Red representatives from several sports 
speak on the importance of staying in school. 

Other student-athletes were on hand to read to kids at 
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Dan Alexander, like many of his 
teammates, doesn’t have to be 
asked to do charity work. 


“Make A Difference Day” at the Lincoln Children’s 
Museum, and for the third straight year, the Huskers helped 
with the “Dads of Kids with Disabilities” program. 

“We get calls from other colleges and universities who 
have similar programs, but the others don’t do it to the 
extent that we do at Nebraska,” said Zimmer. 

The highlights of the Husker outreach calendar are the 
annual “School is Cool Jams,” which take place over two 
days in April. What began humbly as a program for 200 
grade-schoolers at a Lincoln elementary school has grown 
into what could be called the largest pep rally for education 
in the world. 

In each of the past three years, nearly 
20,000 fourth-, fifth- and sixth-graders 
from all over Nebraska have taken part in 
the Jams listening to a number of Husker 
student-athletes talk to them about goal- 
setting, perseverance and that school is 
cool. In all, Zimmer says the Nebraska 
outreach program reaches more than 
100,000 youth around the state each year. 

“We have to make sure that we do it in 
an efficient manner in order to meet the 
demand,” he said. “Which means that our 
challenge is to accommodate the public 
without sacrificing the student-athlete’s 


priorities, and that’s academics first, ath- 
letics second. The “School is Cool Jam” is 
an efficient way to have a big, impact on 


several thousand kids from across the 
state at one time.” 

The Husker outreach program is much 
more than a one-event or one-month won- 
der, At Nebraska, making a difference is a 
year-round mission. For example, place- 
kicker Kris Brown has been the camp director of Pacific Pals 
summer youth group for disadvantaged kids, and a number 
of his teammates have assisted. Last August, the NU base- 
ball team participated in the Lincoln Paint-a-thon, and the 
women’s gymnastics team assisted with the cleanup of the 
October 1997 snow 

“Coming up here, Iw. 


nted to be a part of the communi- 
ty,” Alexander said. “If this was going to be my home away 
from home, then I wanted to do something positive for the 
state of Nebraska. 

“It’s my way of giving back to them for the opportunity 
that they gave me.” li 


Bill Doleman’s face is familiar to Cornhusker fans 

He is host for several Nebraska-related television programs 
including the “Husker Show” and coaches’ shows for Terry Pettit, 
Paul Sanderford and Frank Solich 
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Missouri/Nebraska 
Who Cares? 


Since Phil Bradley's last season in 1982, Tiger fans have 
gotten used to taking it from Nebraska 


A FRESHMAN English composition class- 
mate of mine would always get a little 
more excited during the week preceding 
the Nebraska-Missouri game. 

Of course, considering she grew up next 
to Tigers’ quarterback Phil Bradley in 
Macomb, Ill., what choice did she have? 

The year was 1979, and it was a good time 
to be a Missouri football fan. 

Bradley and the Warren Powers-coached 
Tigers were coming off an 8-4 season that included a win 
against Louisiana State in the Liberty Bowl. That year, 
Mizzou also scored a stunning 35-31 win in Lincoln in the 
final game of the regular season to knock the Huskers out of 
the national championship hunt. 

The rivalry was fierce and fun. 

It intensified the following season when 
Norman Goodman made a controversial 
hit to NU I-back Jarvis Redwine’s knee 
while Redwine was blocking on an extra- 
point kick, 

It got downright nasty in 1982 when for- 
mer Ralston High star Randy Jostes, who 
turned down an offer from NU to go to 
Missouri, leveled Husker quarterback 
Turner Gill with such force that Gill had to 
be hospitalized with a slight concussion. 
Nebraska fans accused Jostes of delivering 
a cheap shot. 

But for a long time after that 23-19 win, 
it was tough to have any kind feelings for 
the Tigers, except maybe empathy. 

Only once from 1983 to 1996 did 
Missouri come within 10 points of the 
Huskers. 

But with Larry Smith now in his fifth 
season, the Tigers are clawing their way 
back to respectability. 

It wasn’t very long ago that I joked in a column how 
Smith had improved the Tigers to where they should be 
considered a legitimate threat to win the Nebraska Class A 
state high school championship. Boy, you talk about some 
folks with a sensitivity complex. 

I suppose I can’t blame them for their lack of a sense of 
humor. They were, after all, following a team that hadn’t 
had a winning season since 1983. 

Last year, all of that came to an end when Corby Jones 
and Brock Olivo led Mizzou to an 7-4 regular-season record 
and a bid to the Holiday Bowl. The mark included an excru- 
ciating overtime loss to Nebraska. Painful for Smith and 
everyone associated with the program. 


Curt 
McKEEVER 


Despite being the best player 
in the state, former rush end 
Grant Wistrom spurned 
Missouri in favor of Nebraska. 


After the game, an upset fan somehow got through the 
security at Folsom Field (I’m kidding about the security). 
Standing behind Tom Osborne, the man shouted an obsceni- 
ty at the Nebraska coach, something along the line that the 
Huskers had really lost the game. Osborne shrugged aside 
the suggestions and commented, tongue-in-cheek, about 
how the Tiger fans were real good sports. 

Seeing Osborne show his lighter side in a tense, public 
situation caused me to laugh. Although I would have pre- 
ferred the irate fan to have chosen his words more carefully 
and shown some class, it was nice to see somebody with a 
passion for Mizzou football. 

The lopsided results made people forget about the heat- 
ed rivalries of the late 70s and 80s. 

Smith has injected the fun back into the series. 

It’s about time. 

Smith, in a recent Sports Illustrated story, 
was recalling how in 1993 he had secured a 
sit to Grant Wistrom’s home in Webb 
City, Mo. Wistrom was the most coveted 
football player in the state. 

“Grant was the type of player you could 
rebuild a program around,” Smith said. 
“Naturally, I was excited about the 
prospect of meeting him. But the morning I 
was supposed to go down to see him, he 
called to cancel. 

“But hey, that was Missouri football back 
then. You considered yourself lucky just to 
get into a kid’s living room.” 

With Larry Smith, there are no mixed 
messages. 

Can he keep the Tigers rolling? That’s a 
tough one. 

After Missouri’s game at Nebraska 
Saturday, the Tigers finish the regular sea- 
son at Texas Tech, against Colorado, at 
Texas A&M and against Kansas State. 
Mizzou might be favored to win a couple of those, but it 
would surprise few if the Tigers lost them all. 

Considering the 1997 season, that might not sit well with 
some M u fans. But from this view, they should consider 
themselves lucky to have Smith leading the program. 

There's a lot of renewed excitement. If you're a Nebraska 
fan, I guess that translates into a lot more nervousness about 
the Tigers. But that option sounds a lot more fun than what 
I've seen through most of 19 years. ll 


Curt McKeever is a sportswriter, covering the University 
k incoln Journal Star. In addition to 
ll he is the primary beat writer for the 


men’s basketball and baseball teams. 
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SCOUT REPORT 


Tigers Look West 
For Production 


Tailback Devin West has helped take some of the 
offensive pressure off of quarterback Corby Jones 


By Mark DEROWITSCH 


t’s called the 
Nebraska. 

Missouri Coach Larry Smith 
another name for it. 

“One stinking play,” he said. 

It was one play that changed a 
college-football-world — shocking 
Missouri victory into a dramatic come- 
from-behind improbable Husker 
squeaker. 

Every college sports fan knows the 
details. Nebraska, down 38-31 with 
less a few seconds on the clock, had 
the ball at the Missouri 12-yard line on 
third down for what would be the final 


flea-kicker in 


hi 


é Deeps 


Nesrasua Orrevse 


SE 3 MattDavison* 60 180 So. 
8 — John Gibson 511 180 So. 
LT 69 AdamJulcht* «65315 dr. 
72 BetGossford* 6-2 290 Sr. 
LG 63 Jainos 62 295 Jr. 
54 DominicRaiola 62 300 Fr. 
© 59 Josh Heskew* 63 290 Sr. 
54 DominicRaiola 62 300° Fr. 
RG 72 BenGossford* 62 290 Sr. 
55 Russ Hochsteint 63 280 So. 
RT 65 Jason Schwab" 6-1. 300 Jr. 
72 BonGessford* 62 © 290 Sr. 
TE 88 Sheldon Jackson***6-4 © 245 Sr. 
85 T.J.DeBates** 63-250 Jr. 
0B 12 BobbyNewcomber 60 195 So. 
“of 7 Erie Crouch. 60 200 Fr. 
FB 45 240 Sr. 
16 230 So. 
4 210 So. 
36 225 So. 
WB 5 ShevinWiggins** 511 200° Sr. 
82 SeanApplegatoy 5-9 190 Jr. 
PK 35 Kris Brownt** 5-10 205 Sr. 


Chad Kelsay*** 6-3 
Kyle Vanden Bosch* 6-4 
Steve Warren** 6-1 
Jason Lohr 63 
Jason Wiltz 64 
Loran Kaisor* 65 
Mike Ruckers** 6-6 
Aaron Wills 62 
Tony Ortiz 60 
Brian Shaw** 61 


Jay Foreman*** 6-1 


Carlos Potk* 63 
Erie Johnson* 61 
Julius Jackson** 6-0. 
Erwin Swiney* 60 
Keyuo Craver 60 
Mike Brown** 510 
Clint Finley* 511 
Joo Walker* 510 
Troy Watchorn 5-11 
Ralph Brown"? 5-9 
Khari Reynolds* _§-10 
Bill Laflourt** 511 
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play of the game. | Meets 


Quarterback Scott Frost 
rifled a pass over the 
middle, which bounced 
off the chest of Shevin Wiggins. As the 
ball was floating to the ground, 
Wiggins kicked it up and into the 
hands of Matt Davison just inches off 
the ground. The Huskers then won the 
game in overtime on Frost's 12-yard 
run. 

Nebraska paid the price for having 
to pull out the game. The Huskers 
dropped from No. 1 in the polls to sec- 
ond behind Michigan, and after whip- 
ping Tennessee in the Orange Bowl, 
had to settle for a share of the national 
championship. 

Missouri will get its first shot at 
revenge on Saturday when the Tigers 
isit Lincoln for a Big 12 Conference 
game at Memorial Stadium. The game 
will be played at 11:30 a.m. to accom- 
modate regional television coverage. 

Smith is not expecting an easier 
time with the Huskers in Lincoln, a 
place the Tigers haven’t won at since 
1978. In fact, the Huskers have won 
the last 19 games in the series, and two 
years ago defeated Missouri 51-7 at 
home. 

“{ think it will a lot more difficult in 
Lincoln because that’s their home set- 
ting,” Smith said. “They play with 
more confidence and they’re more 
relentless and reckless at home.” 

The Tigers plan to use the same tac- 
tics against Nebraska that seemed to 
work in Columbia, Mo.: Play mistake- 
free football and keep the score close. 

Smith isn’t the only one who used 
that same strategy. Oklahoma State 
used Missouri's formula plus a few 
new looks on defense and nearly 
pulled off an upset. 

“Last year, we got in the ball game 
with them and stayed there,“ Smith 
said. “We didn’t make a lot of mis- 
takes and stayed in the game. 


DeAngelo EVANS 


October 24, 1998 * 11:30 a.m. (CST) 
Memorial Stadium ¢ Lincoln, Nebraska 


Oklahoma State played that same way. 
They played to stay with Nebraska.” 

Missouri will likely try to do that 
with a tough ground game designed to 
use a lot of time. 

The Tigers have more firepower in 
their running game this time around, 
too. No longer does Missouri have to 
rely on quarterback Corby Jones to 
make its offense go. 

Tailback Devin West 


is the second 


Tentative ”) Deeps 
Ikssour: Derense 


Marquis Gibson 
Pat Dulfy 
G 77 PatMingucci 
90 Justin Wyatt 
93 Jeff Marriott 
98 Michael Gavins. 
94 Steve Er 
79 Terrell J 
98 Justin Smith 
67 Danny McCamy 
SAMA8_ Al Sterling 
56 Duke Revard 
WILL39 Barry Odom: 
1 Jamonte Robinson 
SS_1_ Caldrinoff Easter 
Clarence Jones 
Carlos Posey 
Martez Young 
Harold Piorsey 
Julian Jones 
‘Wade Perkins 
Randy Potter 
Vince Sebo 


ore reseererereeeeeoooee 


WR 6 KareemWise 63218 Jr. 
80 JohnDausman 61 184 So. 
LT 64 ChrisMoredith 65 296 Sr. 
72 66 316 Fr. 
lc 70 65 284 Sr, 
60 JeffHellerstect 6-4 © 300 Fr. 
© 76 Rob Riti 63 285 dr. 
52 MichaelValadez 62 288 © Jr. 
RG §7 CraigHoimburger 6:3 313 Sr. 
59 Adrian Cole G4 306 Fr. 
RT 69 ToddNeimeyer 65 310 Sr. 
74 AaronCrittendon 65 280 Fr. 
TE 88 Jake Steve 63 2520 Sr. 
-or- 85 Dwayne Blakley 6-4 256 Fr. 
QB 7 CorbyJones 96-1222 Sr. 
10 Ryan Douglass 62 201 So. 
1B 32 Devin West 62 225 Sr. 
47 ZainGilmore 61-205 Fr. 
FB 30 Rob West 60 240 Jr. 
28 RashidiJohnson 60 236 So. 
WR 84 KentLayman 5-11 187 dr. 
24 EricSponcer 61165 Fr. 
18 Tim Geiger B11 177 dr 


leading rusher in the the nation with 
1,051 yards on 166 carries through six 
games, trailing only Ricky Williams of 
Texas. Against lowa State two weeks 
ago, West rushed for 252 yards to lead 
the Tigers to a 35-19 victory. 

When the game was on the line, the 
Tigers turned to West. West touched 
the ball every play during a 15-play 
drive. He had 14 carries and also 
caught a 15-yard pass from Jones, who 
was nursing a sore left foot. 

West is well on his way to becom- 
ing the single-season rushing leader at 
Missouri, He’s chasing the mark set by 
Joe Moore, who gained 1,312 yards on 
the ground in 1968. 

West is having a Heisman-type sea- 
son for the Tigers. At the beginning of 


Devin West has been the man for 
Missouri this season, shattering the 
school record for rushing yards in a 
game with 319 against Kansas. 


| TS DEVIN west 


KEY MATCHUP 


Against Oklahoma State and Texas A&M, 
Nebraska had trouble stopping the run, especially 
between the tackles. You can bet Missouri coach 
Larry Smith noticed and plans to give his workhorse 
in the backfield, tailback Devin West, plenty of 


chances against the Huskers. 


Smith carried the ball 40 times and rushed for 252 
yards against lowa State, the second-best single- 
game performance in Tiger history. Of course, he 
was second to himself after establishing the standard 
with a 319-yard performance against Kansas earlier 


this season. 


The Huskers, meanwhile, let Nathan Simmons of 
Oklahoma State and Texas A&M backs rush for at 
least 100 yards. The Huskers are still just giving up 
121 yards per game, but that number is steadily 
climbing. For the Husker defense to work, stopping 


the run is the first priority. Ht 


MU DEFENSIVE LINE | 


the season, any discussion of a 
Heisman contender at Missouri cen- 
tered around Corby Jones. Does West 
have a legitimate shot this season? 

“Absolutely,” Smith told the Topeka 
Capital Journal. “When you're the No. 2 
rusher in the country behind another 
guy that’s a legitimate candidate, you 
certainly should be considered.” 

While West has been the main man 
for the Tigers this season, Jones was 
the Tiger who the Huskers had trouble 
stopping last season. Jones threw for 
233 yards and rushed for another 60 to 
give Missouri a chance to pull off the 
upset. 

So far this year, Jones has thrown 
for 560 yards and rushed for another 
260 despite facing Iowa State with an 
injury that nearly kept him on the 
sideline. He threw for 176 yards 
against the Cyclones. 

There’s a reason why Missouri has 
had so much success running the ball. 
Four senior offensive linemen — tack- 
les Todd Neimeyer and Chris 
Meredith, guards Cliff Smith and 
Craig Heimburger — and junior center 
Rob Riti have paved the way for the 
Tigers. Missouri ranks second nation- 
ally in rushing offense, averaging 
296.4 yards per game. Only Air Force, 
at 309.3, is averaging more. 

Defensively, the Tigers are more 
aggressive than they were a year ago. 
Missouri recorded just 17 sacks in 12 
games last season, but they have 15 
through its first five games this year. 
Leading the way is freshman line- 
backer Jamonte Robinson, who has 
three to go along with his 18 total tack- 
les. But Robinson isn’t the only fresh- 
man making an impact this year. 
Defensive end Justin Smith has started 
all five games and has 
two sacks and four tack- 
les for loss. 

Cornerback Wade 
Perkins and free safety 
Harold Piersey lead the 
Tiger secondary. Both 
players have picked off 
two passes, while 
Perkins also has regis- 
tered two quarterback 
sacks. 

The Tigers have had 
some problems stopping 
the run, which bodes 
well for Nebraska. 
Missouri ranks 55th in 
the nation in rush 
defense, allowing nearly 
150 yards on the ground 
per game. 


RUNNING Backs 

Devin West has been a pleasant sur- 
prise for the Tigers and could play 
anywhere in the country, except 
Texas. Nebraska's duo of DeAngelo 
Evans and Jool Makovicka are ready 
to break out. 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


Missouri is posting Nebraska-type 
numbers, and it all starts up front, 
This is another area where Nebraska 
has been hit hard by the injury bug. 
Nevertheless, the Cornhuskers are still 
solid. 


LINEBACKERS 

A standoff, really. Nebraska gets tho 
edge because of experience. Jay 
Foreman is a Butkus Award finalist 
and will be making his bid with a 
strong second half of the season. 
Brian Shaw has been solid, too. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


This is an area that may decide the 
game. The Huskers are solid; the 
Tigers are shaky. Joe Walker gives 
Nebraska @ dangerous return threat, 
and Kris Brown is as automatic as a 
sellout at Memorial Stadium. 
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ow that’s more like it. Nebraska seemed like its 
old self. 

The Cornhuskers recovered from the disap- 
pointment of a 28-21 loss at Texas A&M the week 
before to defeat Kansas, 41-0, on a cool, damp, 
windy evening at Memorial Stadium. 

And they did it by rushing for 466 yards on 79 carries, mostly 
between the tackles, 

There wasn’t a lot of variety in what they did, nor was there 
much finesse. 

The Cornhuskers just lined up and ran right at Kansas. It was 
“Nebraska football, pus s off the ball, control the line of 
scrimmage,” said center and co-captain Josh Heskew. 

They also controlled the clock, finishing with an advantage of 
nearly 20 minutes in time of possession, 

Heskew was all smiles when he met with reporters afterward 
“When our coaches talk about, ‘We're going to line up and see 
who has the bigger heart,’ it really fires me up,” he said. 

And, he added, “the other guys, too.” 

‘That was the case from Monday’s practice on. 

Players on both sides of the ball “really went after each other 
hard,” coach Frank Solich said. “You can’t have that kind of prac- 
tice day after day. There would be nothing left for the game.” 

Given what had happened the previous two weeks, however, 
such intensity was welcome. “You kind of get a feel for how your 
team’s going to react by the way it practices,” said Solich. 

And, of course, he felt good about what he saw. 

“| think everybody took it, to some degree, personal,” he said 
of the A&M loss. 

The defense had been vulnerable to big, plays, and the offense 
had rushed for only 141 yards, a modest improvement over the 
73 yards it gained on the ground in a 24-17 victory against 
Oklahoma State the week before, and certainly not “Nebraska 
football,” to borrow Heskew’s description. 

Less than five minutes into the third quarter of the Kansas 
game, the Cornhuskers had already rushed for more yards than 
in the Oklahoma State and Texas A&M games combined. 

To some extent, that was to be expected. Kansas was ranked 
last in the Big 12 and 99th in the nation in rushing defense, plus 
the Jayhawk defense was weakened by injuries. Starters Steve 
Bratten, a linebacker, and Muhammad Abdul-Rahim, a corner- 
back, didn’t even make the trip to Lincoln, 

But that didn’t make the effort any less pleasing to Solich, 

“It was really good to see our linemen coming off the ball, see 
our backs running hard, see the receivers getting down the field 
(and throwing blocks),” he said. 

The offensive line, in particular, seemed determined to make a 
statement. 

“We're capable of getting on people and getting people moved 
around up front,” Solich said. “I thought we stayed with blocks a 
lot longer. I thought the offensive line played very well.” 

Correll Buckhalter thought so, too. The soft-spoken sopho- 
more I-back got the most out of his 18 carries, rushing for 133 
yards and three touchdowns. “Correll, I thought he played excel- 
lent,” said quarterback Bobby 
Newcombe. “He went after every pyetin Curry (31) and 
yard he could get.” Kansas to just 220 yards of 

Buckhalter got the start, his first total offense in Nebraska's 
since the third game at California, _ first shutout of the season. 


The Blackshirts held 


Ck 


More News From The Kansas Game 


« The victory was Nebraska's 46th in a row at Memorial Stadium, the 
longest current streak in Division |-A of the NCAA and the fifth-longest 
streak all-time. It was the Cornhuskers’ 30th in a row against Kansas, as 
well as their 30th in a row in Homecoming games. 

+ Nebraska-Kansas is the longest continuous series in Division I-A at 93 
games. The Cornhuskers have dominated the series, compiling an astound- 
ing 81-21-3 record. Nebraska has outscored the Jayhawks 1,377-230 during 
its 30-game winning streak in the series. The Cornhuskers have scored 40 
or more points in 23 of the games and allowed 10 points or fewer in 21 of 
the games, 

The shutout was Nebraska's tenth dur- 
ing the 30-game winning streak. Kansas has 
not scored against the Cornhuskers in 10 
quarters, dating to the third quarter of the 
1996 game. 

+ Cornhusker place-kicker Kris Brown 
scored 11 points in the game to increase his 
school-record career total to 348, He 
increased his school record for consecutive 
extra-point kicks to 116. 

+ Wingback Frankie London suffered a 
fractured left tibia in the game. That 
appeared to be the Cornhuskers’ most seri- 
ous injury in the game. Others who were 
injured included tight end Sheldon Jackson 
(right knee and foot sprain), defensive tack- 
le Loran Kaiser (right knee bruise), defen- 
sive back and kick returner Joe Walker 
(right knee MCL sprain) and I-back Dan 
Alexander (left ankle sprain). 

+ Nebraska was penalized a season-high 
nine times for 69 yards. This was the first game this season and the first 
time in 19 games that the Cornhuskers did not have at least one quarter- 
back sack. 

+ For what it’s worth, Nebraska's record in night games is now 37-12-3, 
including 8-1 at home. 

+ Sophomore Matt Davison got his second consecutive start at split end 
because senior Kenny Cheatham is sidelined by an ACL problem and a 
shoulder sprain. Davison caught two passes for 30 yards, leaving him far 
and away the team’s leading receiver with 25 catches for 321 yards. 

He set a school record for receiving yards against Texas A&M, 167 on 10 
catches. 

+ |-back Correll Buckhalter, who rushed for 133 yards and three touch- 
downs, leads Nebraska in rushing for the season with 477 yards on 74 car- 
ries, an average of 6.4 yards per attempt. 

The sophomore from Collins, Miss., has scored seven touchdowns. 

+ The Cornhuskers converted two of three turnovers into touchdowns. 
For the season, they have converted nine of their opponents 13 turnovers 
into points, including eight touchdowns. 

+ Walker's 30-yard punt 
return set up Nebraska's 
first touchdown. During a 
news conference on 
Tuesday before the game, 
coach Frank Solich praised 
the kicking teams. “If any- 
thing has carried us a little 
bit, it’s probably been our 
kicking game,” he said. “I 
think, to some degree, that 
has been the most stable 
part of our football team, 
in that in most games, 
we've played well enough 
to win in the kicking game 
and there are some games 
that the kicking game has 


Frankie LONDON 


Aug. 29 
Sept. 5 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 10 


vs. Louisiana Tech$ 
Ala.-Birmingham 
@ California 
Washington 

vs. Oklahoma St.& 
@ Texas A&M 
Kansas 

Missouri 

Texas 

@ lowa St. 

@ Kansas St. 
Colorado 


Oct. 17 
Oct. 24 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 7 

Nov. 14 
Nov. 27 


1998 Schedule/Record (6-1) 


W, 56-27 
W, 38-7 
W, 24-3 
W, 55-7 
W, 24-17 
L, 28-21 
W, 41-0 
12:30 p.m. 
12:30 p.m. 
1 p.m. 

1:10 p.m. 


really turned it in our 
favor. 

“That's been real pleas- 
ant.” 
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1:30 p.m. 


'$ Eddie Robinson Football Classic + Memorial Stadium + Lincoln, Neb. 
'& Arrowhead Stadium + Kansas City, Mo. 
(Times are subject to change and are Central) 


replacing DeAngelo Evans, who has 
been slowed by a bruised tailbone, suf- 
fered on his first carry in the 
Oklahoma State game. 

In the middle of the week, it 
appeared Evans would be able to play. 

“He did not feel very good yester- 
day (Friday) running and he didn’t 
feel very good warming up,” Solich 
said of Evans 

Sophomore Dan Alexander spelled 
Buckhalter against Kansas and rushed 
for 90 yards on 15 carries 

Nebraska scored on its first posses- 
sion, capitalizing on good field posi- 
tion provided by Joe Walker's 30-yard 
punt return, covering 47 yards on six 
plays for a touchdown. Buckhalter did 
the honors with a 32-yard scamper, 
aided by a crushing, block from full- 
back Joel Makovicka. 

The Cornhuskers had to settle for a 
Kris Brown field goal on their second 
possession, before defining in dramat- 
ic fashion on their third possession 
exactly what their offensive strategy 
was. 

Walker intercepted a third-down 
Zac Wegner pass at the Nebraska 1- 
yard line with 1:19 remaining in the 
first quarter, and from there the 
Cornhuskers drove to the Kansas 15- 
yard line on 14 plays, all runs. Monte 
Christo replaced Newcombe, in a pre- 
determined plan, and directed the 
drive, which ended when Buckhalter 
lost a fumble. 

But the ground rules had been estab- 
lished. 

Nebraska's next offensive series was 
a rerun, The Cornhuskers drove 73 
yards on 12 plays, and chewed up 
nearly seven minutes on the clock, to 
score a touchdown with 13 seconds 
remaining before halftime. 

Newcombe scored the touchdown 
from less than a yard away after 
being stopped on the previous 
play, a fourth down nullified 
when Kansas was penalized for 
lining up in the neutral zone. 

That touchdown was “definitely 
a confidence-booster,” said 
Newcombe, 

Nebraska’s final touchdown 
came on a 12-play, 95-yard drive, 
capped by a 6-yard run up the 
middle by Billy Legate, the third- 
string fullback and one of 10 
Cornhuskers who carried the ball. 

As it turned out, the first touch- 
down was all Nebraska needed. 
The defense saw to that, posting 
its first shutout since the Kansas 
game last season — 35-0 at 


Lawrence. 

The week before that game, the 
Cornhuskers shut out Texas Tech, 29-0. 

Like this year’s Kansas game, the 
Tech game was  Nebras 
Homecoming. The Cornhuskers also 
posted a shutout in their 1996 
Homecoming game, defeating Baylor, 
49-0. 

The shutout was “something we 
really wanted to accomplish this year,” 
said senior rush end Mike Rucker. “It 
definitely was a booster for the 
defense. That’s what we wanted.” 

Shutting out a Kansas team that 
was averaging 33 points per game was 
“a huge thing for our defense,” rush 
end and co-captain Chad Kelsay said. 
“It really made our defense feel good. 

“Now we've got something we can 
build on.” 

Kelsay saw the potential for such 
an effort. “It helped we had a good 
week of practice,” he said. “But you've 
got to take what you do in practice 
and apply it to the game. 

“Tonight we did a pretty good job 
of keeping the big plays down.” 

Kansas had little success rushing or 
passing. The Jayhawks finished with 
99 yards on the ground and 121 yards 
through the air. Wegner completed 8 
of 25 passes, including the Walker 
interception. 

The Jayhawks’ longest play was a 
29-yard pass from Wegner to Michael 
Chandler. 

Nebraska’s offense seemed to lack 
imagination, an observation that 
brought a smile to Solich’s face. 
“When you're running the power 
game, you're not going to think there’s 
much variety,” he said. “Any time you 
calla play and you can get 6, 7 yards, 
you can keep coming back to that play. 

“There's an awful lot of offense we 
didn’t use. But I’d rather not have to 
use a lot of it.” 

Newcombe threw only eight pass- 
es, completing five for 79 yards, just 
enough to keep Kansas off balance. “If 
we run the ball 80 times and score 40 
points, that’s fine with me,” he said. 

Nebraska's run defense will be seri- 
ed the next two weeks by 
ouri’s Devin West and Texas’ 
Ricky Williams. Its running game will 
also face a significant challenge in 
mid-November when the Cornhuskers 
travel to Manhattan, Kan., to play 
high-flying Kansas State. 

So the Kansas game has to be kept 
in proper perspective. 

“1 don’t think you can get too up 
for any victories,” said Makovicka, 


who rushed for 61 yards and caught 
one pass for 25 yards. “I don’t think 
the guys will get any false sense of 
security.” 

Solich agreed. False security? “I 
don’t think so,” he said. 

“We played pretty well against 
Washington and then we struggled 
the next two weeks. We've got to be 
hitting on all cylinders in this league. I 
think our team understands that. In 
some ways we're improving on some 
things. But you don’t want to get to 
where you're feeling comfortable.” 

That isn’t likely after the Oklahoma 
State and Texas A&M games. “We 
wanted to come out and execute bet- 
ter, and I thought for the most part, we 


did better than the last two weeks,” 
Makovicka said. 

“The last two games before this 
were pretty demoralizing for us,” said 
Heskew. 

For two weeks, Nebraska was a 
shadow of itself. The Cornhuskers 
didn’t do a particularly good job of 
controlling the line of scrimmage, 
offensively or defensively. The loss at 
Texas A&M “will help us more than 
hurt us,” said middle linebacker Jay 
Foreman. “It was a big wake-up call.” 

And they’re not likely to doze off 
again. 

“Right now, we know we've got 
kind of an uphill battle to get where 
we want to be,” Kelsay said. ll 
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Desert SANDSCAPES 
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“Huskers” Coasters 


» 903 Centrat Avenue =~ 
Nesraska Crry, NE 68410 
402873°7388 


“Thirstystone®™” coasters are made‘trom 79 mil- 
lion year old natural sandstone which absorbs 
drips from drinks without sticking to the bot- 
tom when picked up. Coasters will not warp, 


are stain resistant, and will never lose abili- 
ty-to absorb moisture. Each set of 4 inch 
“coasters cut and coordinated from the 
same stone, although sandstone patterns: 
will vary. Cork-backed. Made in USA. 


176132_Husxers’ 4 g2e 


Ser OF Four COASTERS. 


‘ 
‘Oak Coaster Cappy. The 
perfect place to keep 
your Huskers” coast- 
ers. Made of solid oak 

|, with felt on bottom. 


ited Edition” Huskers™ 
Belt Buckle. Each numbered 
buckle is fully engraved silver with 
Husker logo and gold detailed 
edging. Buckle measures 2°37". 


18932’ 


To Order Call 
1-800-556-F°O'R'T® 
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First Downs 
Rushing 6 24 
Passing 4 4 
Penalty 1 0) 
Rushing Attempts 31 79 
Yards Gained Rushing 116 475 
Yards Lost Rushing 7 9 
Net Yards Rushing 99 466 
Net Yards Passing 121 79 
Passes Attempted 25 9 
Passes Completed 8 5 
Had intercepted 1 0 
Total Plays 56 88 
Total Not Yards 220 545 
Avg. Gain Per Play 39 6.2 
Fumbles-Lost 22 4-2 
Penalties-Yards 3-15 9-69 
Punts-Yards 7-260 2-85 
‘Avg. Per Punt 37.1 42.5 
Punt Returns-Yards 1-4 5-43 
Interceptions-Yards 0-0 1.0 
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 1-26 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 3-48 0-0 
Possession Time 20:13 39:47 


RUSHING 
Name Yds. YPC LNG TD 
Buchan. “eH ee NG TB 
Alexandor'D. 15 90 «60200 
Christo, M. 7 62 89 4% 0 
Makovickta,J. 911 © «6185 Y 0 
Nowcombs.8. 12 28 23g 
Runty, J 1 26 260 2 0 
Legate, 8. 3, Ba mM 4 
White, 5 2 48 7 oO 
Miller, W. 8 i is2 9 09 
Kingston, B 2 6 30 5 0 
PASSING 
Name GAL Pet. Yds. TD 
Newcombe,B. 580 625 79 0 
Christo,M." 0-10 0.0 a 
RECEIVING 
Name No, Yds. NG 1D 
Davis 2 30 150 21 0 
Makovicka, J 1 (2 20 25 0 
Wistrom, T. 1 Hh Ho 2 Oo 
Buckhalter,C. 1 a <ay 3. “0: 
FIELD GOALS 
Name Atc Good LNG 
Brown, K. 2 2 8 
PUNT RETURNS 
Name No. Yds. PR LNG TD 
Walkor, J 3. 33 «110-300 
Brown, A. i 7 ao "ao 
London, F 1 3 30 3 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Name ‘No. Yds. YPR LNG TD 
none 
DEFENSE 
Name UL AT TT FL Int Sacks 
Johnson, E. ia Vee 6 ° 
Graver, K 3250 8 ° 
Slechta, J 1 23.0 oO 0 
Finley, ¢: 2 7 311 00 0 
Walk 21344 40 0 
jeynolds, K. 2 13 0 6 0 
lsay, C. 202 0 o 0 
Rucker, fi 2020 o o 
Vanden Bosch,K. 1 1 2 0 0 9 
Wills, A. 1120 0 0 
Wilke, Row. ero) 9 0 
Kaiser, b. 2 0 20 46 0 
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Mike Brown moved back to his rover 


position this week as Clint Finley got 


his first start of the year at free safety. 


mdividual Leaders 


KANSAS 


RUSHING 
Name At Yds. YPC LNG TD 
Winbush, D. 4 39-28 10 
Bowles, M 3 - To WO 
Curry, O. 6 % 32 7 oO 
Bruce, J 5 12 28 5 0 
Norris, WA 3 8 27 5 0 
PASSING 
Name CAI Pet. Yds. 1D 
Wegner,z. 8251 320 121 0 
RECEIVING 
Name No. Yds, YPC LNG 1D 
Chandler, M. 3 8 73 2 0 
Bowles, 1 2% 260 2 0 
Pattorson, S. 1 2 20 Oo 
Childs, H. 1 9 “80 “9 0 
Hill, H. 1 8 86 8 O 
Gulley, J 1 5 50 5 0 
FIELD GOALS 
Name Att Good LNG 
none 
PUNT RETURNS 
Name No. Yds. YPR LNG 1D 
Childs, H. 7 @ ao) aire 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Name Yds -YPR LNG TD 
Childs, H. Ne YS Fo NS 3 
Winbush; b. 7 2 120 «12 «0 
DEFENSE 
Name UT AT Int. Sacks 
Be fo 6 ° 
= 51397 0 ° 
5 712 0 oO 0 
46 DAL AO 6 o 
sy) Syror 10 0 
3 5 841 0 0 
42613 0 0 
Tiss 10: 6 
145 0 0 0 
0 #4) o 9 0 
13464 0 0 
2.2% 0 “6 ° 
ae i el ae ° 
a. .& ecto 0 ° 
Williams, J Oo: 3) ano 0 
Bowers, T Pee eat Ur ° 
Doyle, ¢ 02213 0 ° 


ye 
| oN] Sin 
> OLY) SUAS 
RUSHING | 
Name mt Mis, YPC TD 
Makovicka, J. 7 67 337 48.1 2 
aos: 3 8 fe BF 7 
Res 88 eS 
Crouch, E. 4 2 134 33.5 4 
Cree H i 336 
filer $4 (BR Ue 8 
Runty, J. 3 2 31 10.3, oO 
Wiggins, S. 6 6 29 48 oO 
Legate, B. 6 5 2 47 1 
Brown, L. 1 1 13 13.0 oO 
Gragert, N. 1 1 3 3.0 oO 
Stanislav, J. 1 Bt iL 1.0 oO 
Nome Yds, TD 
Newcombe, B. 647 1 
cin Bi. ie 
YPC PG TD 
ea 
; as eo 
Sete, as iS 
Buckhalter, C. 5.0 43.0 
Haafke, 8. 76 63 0 
Wee, go io 4 
Debates, T.J. 16.0 27 0 
FIELD GOALS 
Name G Att. Good ora 
Brown, K. 7 7 5 a 
DEFENSE 
Nae GUT Ar it FL Int. Si¥de 
isle $628 I 8 og 
Wits, 4456 733 6 
est Hse 
By 15 14, 2: oO oO Oo 
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Total Offensive Yards, 
Plays 
‘Average Per Play 
‘Average Per Game. 

Net Rushing Yards 
Attempts: 
TDs Rushing 

Not Passing Yards 
Attempts 
Completions 
Average Per Pass 


Sos Pescing 
Socks By-Yards 
Fumbies-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 


Scoring dst 
NU 
Opponents 


Avoid The Rush... 


Shop Early For Healthy Party 
Favorites From Baker’s! 


A 


i 


HEALTHY #CHOICE 


HONEY HAM 


HEALTHY 
$ CHOICE. 


Healthy Choice or Butterball Lunchmeats 
4°x6" All Varieties 10 Ounce 
Healthy Choice Franks —{fa|\ai| y] js 
All Varieties 14-16 Ounce — Value Card’ | 


Healthy Choice Smoked Sausage 


All Varieties 14 Ounce 


Regular Price...$2.99 Each 


Balers 


Prices Effective Through November 3, 1998 


NU’s Top 10 


Turner 
GILL 


He was a seminal figure in the evolution of the 
option offense that has served the Cornhuskers 


so well for nearly two decades 


urner Gill changed the stan- 
dard by which Nebraska’s 
quarterbacks are measured. 

He was a seminal figure in 
the evolution of the option 
offense that has served the 

Cornhuskers so well for nearly two 
decades. He could run as well as pass. 
“Turner's the best athlete we've ever 
had at quarterback,” then-coach Tom 
Osborne said prior to Gill’s senior sea- 
son in 1983, 

“Vince Ferragamo had a better 
touch on the ball, and Dave Humm 
was a better pure passer.” 

But neither was as versatile as Gill. 
“As far as running, leading, knowl- 
edge of the offense — the whole works 
— Turner is the most effective quarter- 
back we've ever had,” Osborne said. 

That Osborne would be saying such 
things was no surprise to Nebraska 
fans, whose expectations for Gill when 
he arrived from Fort Worth, Texas, in 
the fall of 1980 were lofty. 

He led Arlington Heights High 
School to 31 victories in 35 games over 
three seasons, completing 60 percent 
of his passes for 1,846 yards and rush- 
ing for 814 yards as a senior. 

He was the focus of spirited recruit- 
ing by Nebraska and Oklahoma after 
crossing Texas off his list. “If I was still 
coaching and he got away, I'd be sick,” 
former Texas coach Darrell Royal said. 

“Everyone predicted greatness for 
Turner Gill when he was in high 
school,” Jimmy Johnson, the coach at 
Oklahoma State at the time, said in 
1983. “It looks like he proved them 
right.” 

Gill was a first-team All-Big, Eight 


selection three times. His 
record as a starter was 28- 
2, including 20-0 in confer- 
ence games. 

And he finished fourth 
in voting for the Heisman Trophy in 
1983. 

NU I-back Mike Rozier won the 
award, of course. 

Gill's name 


remains prominent “As far as 
in the record book. running, 
He’s fourth in leadii 

career passing, with Fea! ing, 


231-of-428 comple- 
tions (54 percent) 
for 3,317 yards and 
34 touchdowns, 
with 11 intercep- 


the whole 


knowledge of 
the offense — 


works — Turner 


offense with 981 yards, completing 34- 
of-52 passes (65.4 percent) for 679 
yards and eight touchdowns. 

He was the No. 3 quarter- 
back going into his sopho- 
more season, behind senior 
Mark Mauer and junior Nate 
Mason. He didn’t get his 
first start until the fifth 
game, against Colorado. 

By then, Cornhusker fans 
were restless. The team had 
lost two of its first three 
games — Nebraska’s worst 


tions. (Gill) is the start since 1960 — and been 
He is third i a e' gic i e fi a a 
le is third in oct effective lethargic in ibe first half of a 
career touchdown victory against Auburn. 
passes and sixth in Quarterback There was a smattering of 


total offense, with 
4,634 yards. 

His 1,516 pass- 
ing yards in 1983 
rank sixth all-time. 
His 2,047 total offense yards that sea- 
son rank seventh. And his pass effi- 
ciency rating of 152.7 ranks fifth. 

He threw 14 touchdown passes and 
only four interceptions for the 
“Scoring Explosion” team that came 
up a two-point conversion short of a 
national championship in his final sea- 
son. 

Gill had the athletic skills to play 
immediately, but he spent his first col- 
legiate season on the freshman team, 
leading it to five victories and break- 
ing the freshman record for total 


had.” 


Tom Osborne 


we've ever 


boos in Memorial Stadium 

as the team left the field at 

halftime, trailing the Tigers 

3-0. But Gill came off the 

bench to direct a 17-point 
second half and set the stage for his 
debut as a starter. He would relin- 
quish the job only briefly due to an 
injury to his lower right leg. 

Gill completed 9-of-14 passes for 
178 yards and a school-record-tying 
four touchdowns in his first start, a 59- 
0 victory against Colorado. 

Gill started five more games before 
suffering the leg, injury in a 31-7 victo- 
ry against Iowa State. He was side- 
lined for the final regular-season game 
against Oklahoma and the Orange 
Bowl game against Clemson. And 


there were rumors that he might never 
play football again. 

“It got out of proportion,” head 
trainer and physical therapist George 
Sullivan said prior to the 1982 season. 
“Everybody had a viewpoint because 
everybody’s Aunt Martha had the 
same injury. 

“No one had heard of an accident 
like that before, and then after it hap- 
pened, there were suddenly 500 simi- 
lar ones, even though no two are alike. 
Everybody got into the act. 

“Every quack in the nation wanted 
to treat him. People were telling the 
doctors to use everything from grape 
peels and Southern stump water to 
healing herbs in the back room.” 

The doctors said from the begin- 
ning that the injury would heal with 
time. 

“I was amazed when I heard people 
saying he’d never play again,” said 
Osborne. “We couldn’t have made any 
more statements than we did, and yet 
people still asked if Turner was going 
to be all right.” 

Gill was held out of scrimmages in 
the spring of 1982, but by the fall he 
was ready to play. 

After the controversial 27-24 loss at 
Penn State in the third game of the 
1982 season, he directed the 
Cornhuskers to 22 consecutive victo- 
ries and within a tipped pass of a 
national title. 

Nebraska finished the 1982 season 
ranked No. 3 in the nation, and it was 
No. 1 in the Associated Press poll from 
preseason to pre-bowl in 1983, before 
the 31-30 Orange Bowl loss against 
Miami. 

The Cornhuskers finished No. 2 in 
both major polls in 1983. 

Gill spent two seasons with the 
Montreal Concorde in the Canadian 
Football League, then played three 
seasons in the Cleveland Indians’ 
minor league system — he was a 
third-round pick in the major league 
draft in high school and considered 
bypassing his senior season at 
Nebraska to play baseball. 

He began his coaching career as a 
volunteer assistant at North Texas in 
1989. He was a graduate assistant at 
Nebraska in 1990 and a graduate assis- 
tant at Southern Methodist in 1991. 

Osborne brought him back to 
Nebraska to coach the quarterbacks in 
1992. 

The decision to return was easy, 
Gill has said. He came to Nebraska in 
the first place because of Osborne. “If 
he wasn’t the coach, I probably 


Huskers Illustrated talks with rush end MIKE RUCKER 


ident Clinton — keep him or impeach him? 

keep him. He's human. Sometimes when you're a celebrity, people think you're dif- 

t. I'm not condoning what he did, but a lot of people do that stuf. It's their decision. 

jere affecting the way he runs the country, I'd say impeach him, It’s not, and it's his 
business, It should be taken care of with his family. 


What is your favorite NFL team? 
I would say the Kansas City Chiefs, for the simple fact | grew up in St. Joseph, Missouri 
have a lot of memories of the Chiefs. | have a friend (ex-Husker defensive ba 
Warfield) playing there now. | like (linebacker) Derrick Thomas, (Former Chiefs li 

Neil Smith played here at Nebraska, 


bowl game did you have the most fun? 
" ast year’s Orange Bowl, probably for the simple fact it meant more to me 
1c | was playing a lot more. In the others, | wasn't really in the scheme of things. 
year | cherished it a little more. 


What is your all-time favorite Halloween co; 

(Long pause) . . . That's going way ba t 
Halloween | remember | dressed up as a gh 

have to go back in the archives on that one . 


tterman? 
ay Leno, | don't watch either of them very much, 
Ihen\l lid watch Leno, it was around Sturgis time, and he 
ing to wrestle Hulk Hogan, 


What's the most exciting thing to do in S| 

There's not much . . . probably cruise the , 
The Bell Highway is the main highway that jh 
St. Jo, past where all the businesses are. Up nit, 
up and down it, That's all | did when | was growing up. 


jury problems at quarterback persist, could 
in and do the job? 
Hari, | don’t think | could. | can’t throw very well, but | 
be able to run the option, | don’t know, though, the 
(Nebraska defensive lineman) Jason Wiltz looked run- 
ning with the ball after his interception, maybe he could 
run the option. 


Rucker would give 
If you could play for any other college quarterback a try if 
would it be? the Huskers ran out 
| might play for Missouri. | like Missouri. | gr re of healthy bodies, 


and | still keep up with them. The only game 
to lose is when we play them. 


ad the money, would you sit in the luxury boxes being built at 
‘a, or would you sit amongst the fans? 
fably sit amongst the fans. In the box, you don't really get to hear things. You're 
t in the environment. | think I'd be down in the student section, Plus, them boxes 
‘are expensive. 


What is your most embarrassing moment on the football 
We were always taught here that when you're tired, you tap your helm 
es will replace you. As a freshman, it was me and Chad (Kelsay)'s fir 
Oklahoma State. We were last on the totem pole at rush end, and all 
done for the game because it was a blowout. 

We were on kickoff coverage. We ran down there for the kickoff. Pretty soon after 
that, | started getting so tired. I started tapping my helmet and, of course, nobody would 
come in for me, They were just sitting there on the sideline laughing, and | was tapping 
away on my helmet. | basically started banging on my helmet, and | couldn’t breathe. 
Even (former assistant coach) Tony Samuel was laughing. He said, ‘It’s your first game, 
you have to work yourself into shape.” ll 


wouldn’t have been at Nebraska,” Gill 
said. 

“T’m almost certain (of that) 
because I grew up really thinking 
about going to Oklahoma. I knew 
about them. I didn’t know about 
Nebraska. I really didn’t. But Coach 


Osborne, after | met him and sat down 
and got to know him and see what 
was going on, it really was somewhat 
of a simple decision.” 

And that decision has changed the 
way Cornhusker quarterbacks are per- 
ceived. Ml 
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hen Erwin Swiney moved 

to Lincoln and enrolled at 

Northeast High School for 

the second semester of his 

sophomore year, his plan 

was as clear as it was sim- 
ple — he just wanted to graduate. 

And as soon as he received his 
diploma, his plan was to go “right 
back home.” 

Home was Dallas, Texas. It still is, 
for that matter. 

“Dallas will always be my home,” 
he said. 

Swiney was born in Dallas, and 


he'd be there now if his mom hadn't 


sent him to Lincoln to live with his 
dad. He also would be “in a heap of 
trouble” if he were still in Dallas. 

“I know that,” said Nebraska’s 
sophomore cornerback. 

“[ wouldn’t be in college, I don’t 
believe, the way I was going.” 

Swiney resisted the move to 
Lincoln at first. 

“It was tough,” he said. “I still miss 
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Dallas a lot. But when I got here and 
got relaxed, I realized things were a lot 
more calm and a lot slower speed. I 
had the opportunity to find myself. 

“I guess that’s why I've made it 
here (at Nebraska) so far.” 

Among the things Swiney found 
within himself was the passion for 
playing football that he had lost before 
his freshman year at Skyline High 
School in Dallas. 

He had enjoyed football as a 
youngster, competing in pick-up 
games involving teams from the apart- 
ment complexes in his neighborhood. 

The games, of course, were 
“pretty rough,” he said. “I 
took some pretty big hits. I 


remember one time a friend of 
mine hit me and made me fly 
flat, like an airplane pro- 
peller.” 

He attributes his experience 
playing apartment-complex 
football to making him the 
player he is now. “I think 
being in that situation, com- 
peting against older guys, 
helped me,” he said. 

Swiney continued to play 
football in junior high. But 
after he got to high school, he lost 
interest. “I started to hang with the 
wrong crowd and started to get in 
trouble,” he said. 

“I didn’t take it (football) too seri- 
ously, so I just stopped playing.” 

In retrospect, he regrets not playing 
as a freshman or sophomore. “Oh 
man, all the time, because I realize 
how good I could be now, how much 
better I could be,” he said. 


Not playing for two years was 
“really a big setback.” 

After he became accustomed to his 
new surroundings in Lincoln, he 
began thinking about playing football 
again. Mark King, his coach at 
Northeast High, encouraged him to go 
out for the team after watching him in 
a physical education class. “He sort of 
persuaded me,” Swiney said. 

“But I always wanted to. I had the 
opportunity in Dallas, but I lost it. I 
realized I could gain it back. I had a 
chance to start all over again, start 
anew. That's how I took it once I got to 
Northeast.” 

He was an immediate success, 
starting for the Rockets his junior year, 


Up until four years ago, the ‘Big D’ in Erwin Swiney’s 
life wasn’t defense; it was Dallas. But a change of 
address and a recommitment to get his life in order 
has the sophomore corner earning league-wide respect 


recording 500 yards receiving and 
scoring seven touchdowns as a wide 
receiver and intercepting three passes 
as a defensive back. His senior year, he 
was an all-class, first-team all-state 
receiver in the Lincoln and Omaha 
newspapers. 

Swiney’s speed and athletic ability 
drew recruiting interest from several 
major colleges, among them Nebraska, 
Notre Dame, Kansas State, Kansas, 
Colorado and Wyoming. He was 
timed in the 40-yard dash in 4.39 sec- 
onds at Nebraska’s summer camp, 
before his senior year at Northeast, 
and he had efforts of 415 pounds in the 
squat and 275 pounds in the bench 
press in the state powerlifting meet. 

He was swift and strong, the perfect 
combination for a defensive back. 

Even though he lived in Lincoln, he 
had no special affinity for the 
Cornhuskers. He had grown up in 
Dallas, and he hadn’t paid much atten- 


tion to college football anyway. 

“I didn’t follow it,” he said. “I never 
really watched it on television.” 

Once Nebraska began recruiting 
him, he had no doubts about becoming 
a Cornhusker, 

He did have doubts about his abili- 
ty, however. “Nebraska started recruit- 
ing me when I was a junior. That was 
my first season, and I still didn’t really 
know if I could play for them,” he 
said. “I just wanted to play football. I 
wasn’t thinking about what type of 
level. I just wanted to play anywhere. 

“At first, | was going to go to any 
college I could get my hands on.” 

By the time the Cornhuskers 
offered him a scholarship, he had 
decided he would accept — though he 
didn’t want to seem overly eager. “I 
made people think I was thinking 
about it,” he said. 

“But really | wasn’t. It was the best 
thing for me, for my situation. I 
thought, hey, I might as well go to col- 
lege here. Plus, they have great teams. 
So you can’t beat that.” 

Even though he didn’t expect to 
play as a freshman, much less be a 
starter, “I had sort of a feeling that I 
would probably be out there on the 
sideline (as a back-up),” he said. 

Swiney capitalized on opportunities 
to play, becoming the starting left cor- 
nerback in the fourth game last season. 
He was among six true freshmen who 
played on the 1997 national champi- 
onship team. 

Swiney talks to youngsters about 
staying in school and out of trouble. 
And he speaks from experience. “I tell 
them to take advantage of the situation 
they‘re in and don’t give up,” he said, 

He hasn’t turned away from his 
friends in Dallas. “I keep in touch,” he 
said, 

“It’s important to keep in touch 
with them so they can see how I’m 
doing, how I've changed, how I came 
from a sticky situation and turned it 
around. It’s made a big difference in 
my life.” 

Many of those friends simply 
haven't had the chance his move to 
Lincoln gave him. 

“I had the same mindset they 
have,” Swiney said. “We were run- 
ning around doing those things, and 
we had dreams of what we wanted to 
do, (like) play football. I’ve got friends 
that are way faster than me. But they 
don’t take the time out to apply it to 
sports.” 

He wouldn't have taken the time, 
either, if not forced to by the move. Hl 
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oe Walker was kept busy i 
Nebraska's 45-38 overtime vic- 
tory against Missouri last sea- 


son. He returned a school- 
record seven kickoffs for a 
record 185 yards. 


He also intercepted a Corby Jones 
pass to stop a fourth-quarter drive. 

His performance was understand- 
ably overshadowed by the game's 
drama. But that was all right because 
the sophomore from Arlington, Texas, 
was just getting started in a career 
with great promise. 

“Joe's a tremendous athlete, a great 
return man,” coach Frank Solich said 
recently, “I think he’s a threat every 
time he touches the ball, either on a 
kickoff return or a punt return. 

“And he’s also continuing to come 
along as a defensive back.” 

Solich was speaking the week after 
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the Cornhuskers’ 24-17 victory against 
Oklahoma State, in which Walker cer- 
tainly made his presence felt, both 
good and bad. 

The bad was that he gambled on a 
pass interception and got beat for 
Oklahoma State’s tying touchdown. 
The good came soon after, when he 
returned a punt 73 yards for what 
proved to be the winning touchdown. 

Naturally, the punt return “felt 
pretty great,” Walker said at a news 
conference the next week. 

Because of that punt return in par- 
ticular — one of five for him in the 
game — Walker was chosen as the Big 
12 Conference Specialty Player of the 
Week. 

He also returned four kickoffs and 
made seven tackles as a rover back. 

“He's played a lot of great football 
for us,” Solich said. 


Not 
Your 


- Average 


JOE 


Before Joe Walker's career 
at Nebraska is over, his name 
may be mentioned among 
the best returners in 

school history 


And he’s still early in his career. 

“T don’t think he’s done,” Solich 
said. “I think he’ll have some more 
returns that may get in the end zone. I 
think he’s got that kind of ability, and 
we surround him with guys on special 
teams who work very hard at getting 
their blocks, at getting on the right 
people. That gives a guy like Joe 
Walker a chance. 

“And normally, all he needs is a 
chance to get something done that’s 
very productive.” 

Consider the evidence. Five games 
into his second season at Nebraska, 
Walker had returned an interception, a 
kickoff and a punt for touchdowns. 
The interception return, a 73-yarder, 
came last season against Kansas State. 
And the kickoff return, a 99-yarder, 
came against Louisiana Tech this sea- 
son. 

“1 think he’s a tremendously talent- 
ed guy,” said Solich. 

Walker, who ranked 17th in the 
nation and second in the Big 12 in 
kickoff returns last season (averaging 
25.9 yards per return), also is tremen- 
dously fast, having run the 100 meters 
in 10.5 seconds and the 200 meters in 
21.6 seconds while he was competing 
at Arlington (Lamar) High School. 

“I’m not surprised that this is hap- 
pening,” Walker said of the punt 
return for a touchdown against 
Oklahoma State. “I figure if I’ve got 
the ability to do it, I can do it at any 
given time.” 

Obviously, he’s got the ability, so 
“it’s just a matter of time,” he said. 

“The more I’m on the field, the 


more I’m going to produce.” 

Walker, who didn’t enroll at 
Nebraska until January of 1997, was 
among six true freshmen who played 
for the Cornhuskers’ national champi- 
onship team last season. In addition to 
returning kicks, he became the No. 1 
nickel back, And when free safety 
Clint Finley was sidelined by a knee 
injury early this season, he became the 
starter at rover, with junior Mike 
Brown moving from rover to free safe- 
ty. 

It wasn’t as easy as Walker made it 
seem. He needed time to adjust. 

“Coming, out of high school, there 
are more plays you've got to learn, 
more plays you've got to focus on,” he 
said. “You've got to get the technique 
down first before you can let your abil- 
ity take control. I think that plays a big 
part in your learning experience and a 
big part in your production as well.” 

Returning kicks, however, was a 
different matter. He was almost imme- 
diately effective at that. 

Punt returns are “probably a little 
tougher because you've got to focus on 
catching the ball,” said the 5-foot-10, 
200-pound Walker. “They kick the ball 
a little higher than on a kickoff. 

“On a kickoff, the ball comes 
straight to you. On a punt return, the 
ball kind of shifts around when it’s up 
in the air. You’ve got to keep your 
focus on the ball, So I think a punt is 
harder.” 

Once he catches the ball, the diffi- 
cult part is pretty much over. There’s 
no big secret to his success then. 
Walker just relies on Craig Bohl, the 
Cornhuskers’ special teams coach. 

“He usually gives us (the kick 
returners) a signal, which direction 
we're going to go, how the blocks are 
going to be set up,” Walker said. “So 
when I catch the ball, | pretty much 
look for that first. 

“Tf there’s not an opening, then I 
just use my ability to take control.” 

Ordinarily, he’s one of three players 
deep on punts. 

“The only time I would go back by 
myself is either if it’s a ‘safe’ punt or if 
it’s close to our end zone, where they 
(the coaches) don’t want too many 
people around the ball,” he said. 

“But other than that, we usually 
have three men back so they can get 
good blocks on the ‘bullet man’ run- 
ning down the field. That gives the 
return man a chance to catch the ball.” 

And when Walker is that return 
man, there’s a chance he might take 
the ball all the way back. 
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Matt Davison’s 

collegiate career, which 
is less than two years 
old, has been defined and 


enshrined by one 
reception 


By Mike Babcock 


t's a little like actors being typecast in par- 
ticular roles or recording artists who 
become one-hit wonders. Remember “Ice, 
Ice Baby” by Vanilla Ice? 
But you get the idea. A single role or 
song sometimes can define a performer, 

Matt Davison has a unique insight into such a 
situation, The still-young career of Nebraska's 
sophomore wide receiver has been characterized 
by a single play, which shouldn't need to be 
recounted here. Any Cornhusker fan knows the 
play and the circumstances surrounding it. 

The play isn’t a one-hit wonder in the tradi- 
tional sense, of course. It’s not in jeopardy of 
being forgotten soon, or ever. And Davison’s 
place in Nebraska football lore is assured 
because of it. 
en so, Davison would prefer that his career 
not be typecast by it. 

“1 said (at the time) | didn’t want that to be a 
defining moment in my career,” he said recently. 
“Hopefully, | can make a couple of more big 
receptions before I'm done.” 

None can ever be bigger than the reception in 
question, however. That one was good for 12 
yards and a touchdown on the final play of reg- 
ulation in Nebraska’s 45-38 overtime victory at 
Mi 


souri last season. 
Scott Frost threw the pass, and Shevin 


Wiggins deflected it — or kicked it, to be more 
precise. 

If Davison had given up on the play instead 
of being prepared and in position to cradle the 
ball in the back of the end zone, the Cornhuskers 
couldn’t have gone on to win a national champi- 
onship. 

The catch earned ESPN’s Espy award as the 
college football play of the year. It brought to 
mind the “immaculate reception” by the 
Pittsburgh Steelers’ Franco Harris against the 
Oakland Raiders. It was miraculo 

And a year later, it’s still what fans immedi- 
ately associate with Davison, who will celebrate 
his 20th birthday on Oct. 24, the day of this 
year’s Missouri game. How’s that for irony? 

“It’s brought up all the time,” he said of the 
catch, “I doubt I'll ever be able to forget it 
because nobody will let me. | never go a week 
without hearing about it. ‘You're the guy who 
caught the pass.’ “ 

Nebraska football players are celebrities, and 
when “people find out you're a football player, 
they want to know your name,” said Davison. 
“And then when they know your name..." 

When the name is “Davison,” anyway, they 
associate it with the catch at Missouri. 

It’s not that Davison dislikes all of the atten- 
tion his first (and only, through the first five 
games this season) touchdown reception as a 
Cornhusker has earned him. He’s modest. But 
hey, being recognized is nice. The problem with 
such attention is that his career ill in its for- 
mative stage 

Davison has two more seasons after this one. 
He hadn’t even started a game at Nebraska until 
two weeks ago at Texas A&M. And that was 
because Kenny Cheatham was injured. 

“I feel I’m prepared for the challenge,” 
Davison said beforehand. “When it’s time to 
step in and pick up the slack, you've got to do it. 
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As far as starting, though, it doesn’t 
mean too much. 

“Just getting your name on the 
sheet doesn’t mean too much to me.” 

That's especially true for Davison, 
who worked his way into the regular 
rotation at wide receiver as a true 
freshman. He was one of only six true 
freshmen who played last season. 

Davison was realistic about his 
chances of playing right away. “I just 
wanted to give myself the best oppor- 
tunity to play,” he said. “I just wanted 
to get on the field before my career 
was over. 

“Twas a confident guy coming in, I 
think there’s a lot of intimidation 
when you're a freshman, I wasn’t 
cocky, and I didn’t do a whole lot of 
talking, I tried to earn respect.” 

He had to earn it because he wasn’t 
likely to command it by of his physical 
presence, He weighed in at 170 
pounds last season. And he’s not a 
whole lot heavier now. 

“I fluctuate between 170 and 180,” 
he said. 

He bulked up to 185 last spring and 
“thought I was a big guy.” But he 
underwent arthroscopic knee surgery 
following spring practice and lost all 
of the weight he had gained. “I want to 
play at about 190 while I’m here,” he 
said. “I should be able to put on 
weight pretty easily.” 

That may be so. But for the time 
being, he could hardly be described as 
imposing. 

“I'm a little skinny kid running 
around out there,” Davison said. 

“Sometimes, I think I’m a target 
because they (defenders) know they 
can take me out. I'm slow. I'm skinny. 
I’m not strong, I get teased about it all 
the time. Our own defense will ask me: 
‘How do you get open?’ I guess I’m 
just a little bit smarter. I think my 
instincts have helped me a lot.” 

Davison developed those instincts 
and self-preservation techniques as a 
multi-sport athlete at Tecumseh, Neb., 
High School. He earned four letters 
each in football, basketball and track 
— he was a sprinter — as well as play- 
ing American Legion baseball during 
the summer. 

He and Cornhusker cornerback 
Erwin Swiney, from Lincoln 
Northeast, were the all-class, all-state 
wide receivers in 1996, when Davison 
caught 63 passes for 1,314 yards and 20 
touchdowns. He set state records for 
receiving yards (1,516) and touchdown 
receptions (26) as a junior. 

Davison hasn’t had to wait for the 


attention that comes with being a 
Cornhusker football player. He 
already knows the writer's cramp of 
signing innumerable autographs, for 
example. 

“T couldn’t count all the different 
things I’ve signed,” he said. 

The list includes not only hats, pro- 
grams, T-shirts and pompons but also 
“people’s skin.” People’s skin? “A 
woman wanted me to sign her son’s 
arm after a home game,” said Davison. 
“1 don’t know if he wasn’t going to 
wash it off or what. There have been 
some weird things (to sign). 

“But | figure if me writing my name 
makes someone happy .. .” 

Despite the celebrity that followed 
the catch at Missouri, he has kept 
things in perspective. That's a function 
of his background. “Coming from a 
small town, everybody knows me as a 
person,” he said. “Hopefully, they 
know me as a good person, a good 
Christian, and they have respect for 
me.” 

He has matured, of course. A sea- 
son of playing for an undefeated 
national championship team will do 
that. “I’m 100 times more confident 
now than I was a year ago at this 
time,” he said. 

“I'm a smarter football player. I 
think that’s probably gotten me where 
lam.” 

Where he was five games into this 
season was at the top of the list among 
Cornhusker pass receivers, with 12 
catches — one more than he had all of 
his freshman season. 

Statistics aren’t that important, 
however, because “football isn’t the 
most important thing in my life,” 
Davison said. “I play it to have fun, to 
get an education and to win. 

“T’ll do anything to win. I hate to 
lose.” 

That will to win has served him 
well at Nebraska. 

Not only has he played, he has 
written his name indelibly in the 
Cornhusker history books. Regardless 
of what else happens, he'll be remem- 
bered long after his career is over. 

Recently, he was asked to reflect on 
his brief career. He talked about being 
confident and working hard. Then he 
paused and said, as if it had just 
occurred to him: “Geez, I guess I’m 
just lucky.” 

But, as someone once noted: Luck is 
the residue of design. 

And Davison had a plan, even 
though it couldn’t have included the 
catch. 
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egan Korver already 
owns two Newcomer of 
the Year awards, but if 
you listen closely to 
Nebraska volleyball 
coach Terry Pettit, you might think the 
senior middle blocker from Norris 
High School is in line for a third. 

Korver is off to the best start of her 
collegiate career, which began at 
George Washington University in 
1995. This season, her third since trans- 
ferring to Nebraska, Korver boasted an 
NCAA-best hitting percentage of 479 
through the Huskers’ first 13 matches 
—all wins. She’s on pace to shatter a 
10-year-old Nebraska hitting mark. 

Fans at the NU Coliseum still recog- 
nize Korver as the same powerful 
presence at the net, but Pettit say: 
surprise All-America candidate i 
all-new player in many ways. 

“She's just a different ballplayer,” 
Pettit has said time after time when 
asked to evaluate Korver’s early sea- 
son success. “Her play is a whole level 
above where she was last year.” 

That certainly wasn’t bad, although 
Korver was disappointed to earn only 
honorable mention All-Big, 12 status 
after the 1997 season. She was fourth 
in the league with a hitting percentage 
of .315 and second behind teammate 
Tonia Tauke with 1.47 blocks per 
game. 

In 1996, her first season at 
Nebraska, Korver led the league in 
blocks and hit .307 to rank among the 
top 10. She made the All-Big 12 first 
team as Nebraska reached the Final 
Four for the second year in a row. 

The year before, Nebraska won the 
national title after eliminating George 
Washington during = NCAA 
Tournament play in Lincoln. Korver 
was playing for the Colonials that sea- 
son, but left for home after listening, to 
some advice from her father. 

“(The thought) was already in me, 
but he just came out and said it,” 
Korver recalled. “He said, ‘You can do 
better than GW. You can play on the 
Nebraska team if you work hard.’ “ 

Korver attributes a lot of her suc- 
cess to the encouragement of her 
father, Kelvin. A former NFL player 
with the Oakland Raiders, the elder 
Korver professes to know little about 
the finer points in volleyball but a lot 
about the motivation necessary to suc- 
ceed, 
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This season, Korver became. 
only the 11th player in NCAA 
Division I-A history to hit 1.000 
in a match with 10 kills on 10 
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“He sees a lot of himself in me,” 
Megan said. “He’s gone through 
everything that I’ve gone through. 

“Whenever I'm having a tough time 
or a bad game or a bad practice, he’s 
the first one I call. He pushes me like 
nobody else does.” 

Alongside fellow seniors Fiona 
Nepo and Jaime Krondak, the 6-foot-1 
Korver could push Nebraska to anoth- 
er national title. Even before the mid- 
point of the season, the Huskers were 
one of just three unbeatens remaining 
in NCAA Division I-A and owned 
wins over five teams ranked in the Top 
20. 

Pettit says much of the credit for 
NU'’s best start since 1994 goes to his 
seniors, whose great play often trans- 


lates into great things for the program. 


"She's just a 
different 
ballplayer. Her 
play is a whole 
level above 
where she 
was last 


year.” 
Terry Pettit 


“We take pride in the fact that our 
seniors play our best volleyball. They 
don’t peak a 
whose 1995 championship team was 
also led by three seniors. “If you can 
stay healthy and continue to develop 
here, you're usually an All-American 
by the time you're a senior. That’s 
what has happened to Korver.” 

In offseason club play, Korver was 
teamed with Katherine Pettit, Terry’s 
daughter, while attending high school 
near Lincoln. She chose a scholarship 
from George Washington over the 
prospect of walking on at Nebraska. 

With her transfer, she became the 
first Husker to ever have played at 
another four-year institution. She was 
immediately called upon to fill the 
shoes of All-America candidate Jen 
McFadden, who was forced to give up 
the sport only 16 days before the start 
of fall camp due to a chronic lower 
back injury. 

Strangely, it was at about that time 


sophomores,” said Pettit, 
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WHEN EVERYTHING'S ON THE LINE, WHO D 


There's nothing quite like the feeling of knowing that when a pressure situation 


| arises, you've got a clutch performer on your team, Someone who's been there betore, A MERICAN FAMILY | 


Someone who's put in the sweat and studied the films —and knows how to get it done. Mi 
That's the same feeling you get from an American Family Insurance agent. They're AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE 


proud of what they do, Ready to take action, And standing tall at the line at crunch time. Al Your Protection 
| you've been looking for that kind of confidence, give us a call-we wont drop the ball. Under One Roof, | 
© 1997 American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its subsidiaries. Home office = Madison, WI 53783. wwwaamfam.com 


Your Needs Our Tools 


Tuition Education loans 

New car Installment loans 
Business financing Business banking 
Ready cash access Checking, savings 
Convenient service Easy banking access 


At U.S. Bank we have dozens of products and services to meet the needs of 
individuals and businesses. With over 1,000 branches, nearly 3,000 UBank® 
ATMs and UBank” 24-Hour Phone Banking, we are conveniently available to 
serve you whether at home or on the road. So the next time you need to make 
any kind of financial decision, stop by or give us a call. We offer a variety of 
financial solutions based on the most important factor of all -- you! 


(Sbank. 


Member FDIC 


this summer when Korver found out 
she had contracted mononucleosis. 
The illness, while a shock then, could 
be the best thing to happen to her this 
season. It forced Korver to slow down 
a little after a harried summer in which 
she trained two times a day and took a 
heavy load of classes to make up for 
hours that did not transfer from 
George Washington. 

“1 only practiced once a day instead 
of going through two-a-days the first 
week and a half,” Korver said. 

But since the season started, there’s 
been no stopping her. Korver became 
just the 11th player in Division I histo- 


ry to hit 1.000 in a match when she 
dropped 10 kills on 10 attacks against 
Iowa State. She’s also playing in the 
back row for the first time in her career 
and ranked second behind teammate 
Angie Oxley with 67 digs at midsea- 
son. 


Megan’s playing great volleyball,” 
Pettit said. “She’s probably very close 
to being the best passer we have on the 
team. She’s doing a great job in digs 
and she’s among the top 10 blockers in 
the country.” 

At the net, Pettit says Korver is 
showing better vision than in past 
years and is better equipped to handle 


balls out of system, a coach's term for 
plays in which an off-the-mark pass or 
misplaced set can make things more 
difficult for a hitter. 

Asa result, Korver has but 23 errors 
in 213 attacks, the two components 
which along with kills are used to 
determine a player's hitting percent- 
age. 

Korver, however, says she doesn’t 
feel much different than last season. 
The only change is a sense of urgency 
that comes with being a senior. 

“{ don’t feel like I've changed my 
game at all,” Korver said. “I feel like 
I've just grown up as a player.” i 


Lindsay Eddieman Returns With Game-Winning Score 


PLAYING 


CATCH-UP 


Wistirs Nebraska's 
season opener from 
the sideline ate at the heart 
of Lindsay Eddleman. The 
junior from Lakewood, Colo., 
bills herself as a physical 
presence on the soccer field. 
The only place to be is the 
middle of things. 

“It was a huge relief to be 
back,” said Eddleman, who 
has scored three goals since 
returning to the lineup Sept. 
11. “The whole time | was 
out, | sat and worried about 
what | would lose in terms of 
skill and speed.” 

Eddleman was injured this 
summer while playing for 
the Denver Diamonds, a 
semi-pro team. She under- 
went surgery to insert a 
screw in her foot in late July 
but was practicing barely a 
month later. 

Although Eddleman had to 
play catch-up from a month 
of physical inactivity, 
Nebraska coach John Walker 
said Eddleman still has the 
mental makeup that is impor- 
tant to the team. 

“She brings a physical 
component to us that's 
important,” Walker said. 
“She's a junior, one of the 
elder players on the team 
now, she’s a proven scorer 
and she’s played in a lot of 
big games for us. 

“She usually does well in 
big games, too.” 

Eddleman scored the 
game-winning goal in 
Nebraska’s 2-1 victory over 
Texas on Oct. 4. The game 


was played in a 
thunderstorm, 
weather appropri- 
ate for 
Eddleman’s 
rough-and-tumble 
style. 

"| like to be 
known as the one 
the other teams 
like to get,” she 
said. “It’s a big 
adrenaline rush 
each game.” 

With its six- 
game winning 
streak, the 8-2 
Huskers climbed to No. 13 in 
the NSCAA/Umbro coaches’ 
poll. 


SANDERFORD 
ADDS TWO 

Starting next year, the 
Nebraska women’s basket- 
ball team will have a second 
home in Kansas City. 

Shahidrah Roberts and 
Keasha Cannon, a pair of all- 
staters from the Kansas City 
area, are the first known 
members of the Huskers’ 
1999-2000 recruiting class. 
Each gave their non-binding 
oral commitment to coach 
Paul Sanderford this fall. 

“(Nebraska) is just a very 
comfortable place,” said 
Roberts, who turned down 
Southwest Missouri State, 
Arizona State and Missouri. 
“| liked the team. | liked the 
coaching staff — just every- 
thing about the program. It 
just felt right.” 

Roberts, a 5-foot-9 guard, 


is a senior at Blue Valley 
North High School in Kansas 
City, Kan. She averaged 18 
points, four assists, four 
steals and five rebounds for 
last year’s state champi- 
onship team. 

Cannon, a 5-10 guard, hails 
from Kansas _ City’s 
Washington High. The two 
were teammates on a sum- 
mer all-star team. 


FROSH 
GOLFERS SHINE 

The Nebraska women’s 
golf team, with three fresh- 
men in its lineup, finished 
second to New Mexico at the 
Chip-N Club Invitational last 
month. 

Nebraska was led by 
Amanda Sutcliffe, a New 
South Wales native who 
played what she called her 
“best golf ever.” Sutcliffe 
fired a 54-hole total of 216 
and finished tied for second. 
Her score broke the school 


Eddleman helped propel 
Nebraska to an 8-2 record 
and a No. 13 national 
ranking in the coaches’ poll. 


record of 217 set by H 
Wall in 1995. 

Sarah Sasse, a freshman 
from Lincoln, fired a second- 
round 69 to break another 
Husker record. She finished 
at 224, along with junior 
teammate Elizabeth 
Bahensky of Kearney. 

“Our team is so competi- 
tive this year that none of us 
are guaranteed a starting 
spot,” Sasse said. “As a 
team we played solid, but 
there is always room for 
improvement. | guarantee 
none of the records we set 
today, or any past records, 
will be left standing at the 
end of the season.” 

Nebraska was the highest- 
finishing Big 12 team in the 
tournament. i 
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Missouri On The Prowl! 


The Missouri Tigers earned their 
fourth commitment for the 1999 
recruiting class in offensive lineman 
Brock Tettleton (6-foot-6, 310 
pounds, with 5.0 speed in the 40-yard 
dash) of Herculaneum, Mo. Tettleton 
can play on both sides of the ball, but 
likes offense better and projects out 
at offensive tackle for the Tigers. 

The Tigers are also very close to 
earning a commitment from All- 
American offensive lineman Rob 
Droege (6-7, 265, 5.0) of St. Louis 
(Lindbergh). Droege has over 40 
scholarship offers to pick from, and 
has the Tigers way out in front of 
Notre Dame, Ohio State, Kansas 
State, Kansas, Illinois and Nebraska. 

Offensive linemen Shane Lehmann 
(6-6, 270, 5.2) of Corona, Calif., and 
Nick Johnson (6-8, 310, 5.3) of 
Cottonwood (Mingus), Ariz., have the 
Cornhuskers among their top three 
choices. Both are preseason All- 
Americans, and Lehmann likes UCLA 
over the Cornhuskers and Notre 
Dame, while Johnson has the 
Cornhuskers locked in a battle with 
Arizona State and Ohio State. 

Another outside linebacker the 
Cornhuskers have managed to get an 
interest from is Nick Nattiel (6-2, 210, 
4.65) of Newberry, Fla. Nattiel is a rel- 
ative of former Florida great Ricky 
Nattiel and plays with similar ability. 
Nebraska is still running second to 
Florida, but Nick promises that he will 
visit both schools. 

It looks more and more that quar- 
terback C.J. Leak (6-2, 210, 4.5) of 
Charlotte (Independence), N.C., will 
visit Nebraska. Leak is a gifted 
run/pass quarterback who lists 
Nebraska first among a group that 
includes Florida State, Tennessee, 
North Carolina and Clemson. 

Latrez Harrison (6-2, 207, 4.5) of 
Atlanta (Washington) is another All- 
American signal-caller looking to 
Lincoln. Harrison recently listed the 
Huskers, Georgia Tech, OU, Georgia, 
Syracuse and Auburn as his top 
choices. Harrison is a gifted thrower 
who admits he might be a free safety 
at the next level. 

Running back Reggie Duncan (5-9, 
210, 4.4) of Killeen (Ellison), Texas, is 
having a super year. Through five 
games, Duncan is close to 1,000 
yards rushing and lists Nebraska, OU, 
Texas, Texas A&M and Notre Dame 
as his top five schools. 

Also, drop offensive tackle Alfio 
Randle of Houston (Yates) off the 
Texas commitment list. Randle now 
says he will take several visits before 
announcing who he will play for. The 
Longhorns still have 15 early commit- 
ments to their credit. 
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Outside Linebackers 
Built For Speed 


Speed, strength and size are the main ingredients for recruits 
hoping to play outside linebacker at Nebraska 


By James HALE 


ebraska continues to be one 

of the top football pro- 

grams in the country, both 

on the field and in recruit- 

ing. Recently, the Huskers. 

earned their tenth verbal 
commitment of the year when defen- 
sive end Spencer Owen (6-foot-5, 235 
pounds with 4.79 speed in the 40-yard 
dash) of Carrollton, Mo., accepted the 
Cornhuskers’ bid to play at the 
University of Nebraska. 

Owen is a sleeper to some and an 
All-American to others. He attended 
the Huskers’ football camp before his 
junior year, so once again, the 
Cornhusker coaches knew all they 
needed to know about him. They trust 
their own evaluation of an athlete and 
don’t go on what is said in any other 
recruiting source. 

Owen is an athlete who is still 
growing. He put on 12 pounds over 
the summer and grew another couple 
of inches. An athlete with incredible 
quickness, Owen is too tough to be 
handled by just one blocker. 

“Every team that we face throws 
some kind of double team at us,” said 
Carrollton head coach Stan Key. “We 
have seem every type of double team 
imaginable. Owen is a smart player 
who keeps his composure during a 
game and he never gets frustrated. 
He’s so quick off the ball that he 
into the blocker before he has a chance 
to get out of his stance. It’s really unbe- 
lievable how quick he really is for his 


Spencer is one of the best pass 
rushers that I have ever seen, and he is 
very good coming off the corner.” 

A year ago, Owen sacked the 
opposing quarterback 21 times in 13 
games. This season, he is on a pace 
that will better that mark, as Owen has 
registered 14 sacks through five 
games. Owen will sign with Nebraska 
to play rush end, and he loves the tra- 


dition — and the challenge —that 
comes with playing that position. 

“Nebraska's tradition and coaching 
staff is what sold me on them,” said 
Owen. “Charlie McBride recruited me, 
and he’s a great guy, a straight shooter 
who never fed me any bull, in my 
opinion. I really respect him. 

“T feel I will really fit in at 
Nebraska, but you have to understand 
that I am going against the grain 
somewhat in my family. Both my par- 
ents are Missouri graduates, my broth- 
er goes to Missouri and so does my 
girlfriend. However, I just don’t see 
myself as a Tiger. 

“Nebraska is the school for me, and 
want me to play rush end. That in 
sold me right there. To try to fol- 
low in the footsteps of Grant Wistrom 
and the other great athletes that have 
been rush ends at Nebraska is quite an 
honor.” 

Owen chose the Cornhuskers over 
Missouri, Kansas State, Colorado and 


LSU's Kevin Faulk (above) is one of the 
nation’s top tailbacks, and his cousin, 
Treverance, is one of the most highly 
recruited players in the nation. 


Kansa 

It takes a special breed of athlete to 
play outside linebacker at Nebraska. 
Many times the Cornhuskers take big 
defensive backs and mold them into 
outside linebackers. The recruiting 
trend lately has called for quick, fast 
and strong outside linebackers who 
have already been developed on the 
high school level. Many teams in both 
the college and prep game have gone 
to a pressure defense style of play, so 
the transition is not as difficult for 
some players as it once was. 

Nebraska already has a verbal com- 
mitment from one of the top outside 
linebacker types in the country in 
Shaun Coleman (6-4, 212, 4.5) of 
Aurora (Regis Jesuit), Colo. He is the 
exact type of athlete the Cornhuskes 
are looking for in their outside line- 
backers. 

Coleman, who is an option quarter- 
back in high school, has great size and 
speed. He plays football with the type 
of passion that is necessary to be a part 
of the Cornhuskers’ vaunted Blackshirt 
defense. 

Treverance Faulk (6-3, 215, 4.6) of 
Lafayette, La., is another talented ath- 
lete who is being recruited as a run- 
ning back and outside linebacker. A 
cousin of superstar LSU tailback Kevin 
Faulk, Treverance has been a domi- 
nant linebacker since his sophomore 
year. He moved over to running back 
this season and looks very good carry- 
ing a ball under his arm. 

However, last year Faulk tracked 
down ball carriers 105 times and 
blitzed the quarterback for seven 
sacks, leaving, no doubt that defense is 
where he will play at the next level. 

“L enjoy playing running back, but I 
have been playing linebacker for so 
long, I can’t see me playing anywhere 
else in college,” Faulk says. “I love hit- 
ting people, and at outside linebacker 1 
can have a big impact on the game.” 

Faulk went to the Texas A&M camp 
and favors the Aggies early on, but 
Nebraska has moved into sec- 
ond, with LSU, Kentucky, 
OU, Notre Dame and Ohio 


WE PLAYED EVERMAN this past Friday and won, 42-14, 
It was a pretty good game. | only played half the game. 
I didn’t get to play the whole night, but that was good 
for our team as a bunch of second team guys got in 
and some experience. It was one of those games that 
you play in where you keep scoring and keep scoring, In 
the second half, | came in for one series and we had 
already scored 14 points because our defense scored 
seven. It was one of those games that you could sit back 
and enjoy. 

I had 130 yards rushing and 120 yards passing in the 
game. We knew going in that we were a better team. We 
were cautious not to overlook them, but we thought in the 
back of our mind we were a better team. You could look at 
some scores from previous games and see that they had been 
beaten pretty bad in some earlier games. In the back of your 
mind, you are always thinking that it's a game you should win @guty 
pretty big, but at the same time you don’t want to overlook OMY 
anything. FREEMAN 

We got our first win of the season and were so up for that 
game, then had a downer in the second game. Now we are back on an upslope 
and we are playing our district rival this week in Stephenville. It's a huge rivalry 
between our two communities. The community makes the game out to be a lot 
bigger than the kids do. It's unbelievable. | think we have jelled together as a 
team and feel we are right where we want to be going into this game. They are 
ranked No. 4 in the state, and we are No. 7. 

It’s certainly a big game, but something that we understand that maybe the 
townfolk don’t is that whether this game is won or lost on Friday, we are still 
coming back on Monday and putting the pads back on and going back to work. 
My dad says we are not going to put all our eggs in this one basket. We are 
going to save some for later on. Whatever the outcome is, | think we have a 
good attitude and good mindset that even though this is a good game, we will 
be in a lot bigger games down the road. 

Stephenville has a great quarterback in Kelan Luker. What they have this 
year is a go-to receiver in Cody Caldwell. They find ways to get the ball to him, 
and we have to definitely find ways to keep an eye on him. Every Saturday 
morning when you open up the paper, you will see that Caldwell had another 
great game. | know that he takes short passes and goes 90 yards. He's a great 
athlete after he catches the ball. 

If we have bad weather | think | can play pretty well in the rain and mud. 
Stephenville is a passing team and we are a rushing team, so | think if we have 
bad weather it would be to our advantage. 

| didn’t take any recruiting visits to any games this weekend and | haven't 
talked to any recruiters. | really haven't done much in recruiting lately. 
Recruiting is still going the same for me, | have slowed it down a lot and really 
haven't done much with it. ll — As told to James Hale 

Throughout the 1998 football season, Huskers Illustrated will chronicle 


the recruiting process of Brownwood quarterback Colby Freeman, 
one of the top prospects in Texas. 


4.5) of Miami (Northwest) are two of | who play a stand-up defensive end 
the most interesting recruiting stories __ position in high school. 

in the country this season. Both are Both are outstanding at rushing the 
outstanding outside linebacker types 


passer and are a big reason why 
Northwestern is ranked ninth in 
the country in the latest USA 


State all in the picture. These players have given Nebraska verbal non-binding [MQuasol 
“Tam pretty wide open [RI EaISS Through the team’s perfect 4-0 


right now with my recruit- JhMeme 
ing,” said Faulk. “I know 


Josh Davis 
Ryon Bingham : Sandy (Ata), Utah 
more about Texas A&M and ee 


Highschool start, Jerrell has posted 8 1/2 
pape sacks, two fumble recoveries, one 
forced fumble that he returned 27 


LSU than any other schools. 1 JRUDENES 4.7 Omaha (Millard North), Neb. yards for a touchdown, and he’s 

want to check out everybody [RRGUAAgaiay GUC also intercepted one pass 

else, including Nebraska to [Fajaenad hanaaitiorcy ee Jermell has 11 sacks, two 

see what they are all about.” aaa : MME forced fumbles and three fumble 
Twins Jerrell (6-3, 200, 4.5) (Mute) i Aurora (Regis Jesuit), Colo. recoveries thus far. As far as 

and Jermell Weaver (6-2, 190, [MiBdaibaadieanal Sucolkon, Ne. which brother is better, it 
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ATTENTION 


NEBRASKA FOOTBALL FANS 


Fiesta Bowl 
January 4, 1999 Tempe, AZ - Championship Game 
Big 12 Championship 
December 5, 1998 - St. Louis MO. 
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VF-D - $69.95 
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=== - Beanie Baby” 
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are now on sale. Place a $100 per person deposit on the game 
you would like to attend and receive a FULL REFUND if 
Nebraska does not play in the game you have selected. 


Place your deposit now as both these games are soldout 
at the box office. Space is very limited. 


Tickets are also available for all home & away games, 


DIAMOND TRAVEL 1 (602) 870-9197 
Based in Phoenix, Arizona - 11 years in business 
(Please call for a free information sheet) 
References are available upon request. 
www. sportscom.com/diamond 
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depends on who you talk to, but it 
doesn’t matter anyway because if you 
want one, you have to sign both. 

“We want to play together. There is 
no question about that,” said Jerrell. “1 
think that the reason we are so good is 
because we both can compete at the 
same high level against each other. We 
compete at everything. | don’t want 
him to get the best of me and he 
doesn’t want me to get the best of him. 
It’s a great situation for both of us.” 

The Weavers have already set a 
visit with Kansas State on Dec. 17. 
They are also considering, Miami, Ohio 
State, Syracuse, Florida State, 
Nebraska and Oklahoma for visits. 

Jason Frederick (6-0, 205, 4.5) of 
Houston (Cy-Falls) is the best outside 
linebacker prospect in Texas. Some 
like Frederick better as a strong safety, 
but most feel he can put on some 
weight and still keep hi rinter’s 
speed. A year ago, Freder 
74 solo tackles and six sacks. 

Frederick is leaning toward staying 
in Texas, either with the Longhorns or 
Aggies, but says if Nebraska will get a 
little more aggressive, he would be 
interested in them. Florida State, 
Kansas State and LSU certainly are 
picking up the pace. 

Corey Redding (6-5 4.6) of 
Galena Park (North Shore), Texas, cer- 
tainly challenges Frederick for the title 
of best outside linebacker prospect in 
Texas. In fact, many feel Redding is the 
top player in Texas. 

As a junior, Redding posted 117 
tackles with four interceptions, three of 
which he returned for touchdowns. 
Corey’s brother, Chris, signed with 
Arizona last year and his parents 
would love to see Corey follow suit. 
However, Corey is not ready to make 
that commitment, and is looking at 
Nebraska, Texas, Colorado and 
Michigan. 

Sean Doyle (6-1, 225, 4.65) of 
Kansas City (Rockhurst) plays for a 
great program that is currently ranked 
number two in Missouri. Doyle is both 
an outside linebacker and fullback, 
and is on pace to match his total of 108 
tackles a year ago. He’s wide open in 
recruiting, with Nebraska, Tennessee, 
Notre Dame, Boston College, Iowa, 
Kansas State, Missouri, Oklahoma and 
Oklahoma State in the picture. 

“If [have a favorite, it is Nebraska,” 
said Doyle. “They are a great school 
with one of the best football teams in 
the country. They have a great pro- 
gram with a solid coaching staff that 
always seem very nice.” ll 
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IN PAST SEASONS, Sheldon Jackson attracted attention by 
just being himself. 

You noticed the Nebraska senior tight end’s funky goa- 
tee, necklaces and earrings. This season, however, more 
than at any time during his career, Jackson is being noticed 
for his playing ability. 

Brown said Jackson is attracting opponents’ attention, a 
development that could help keep defenses from putting 
eight and nine players near the line of scrimmage. 

“| love to see what's happening to him,” Nebraska 
receivers coach Ron Brown said. “| can definitely use him 
as a highlight tape for future tight ends and receivers.” 

The Sheldon Jackson reel, Brown said, would have to 
include a part showing Jackson dripping with sweat as he 
toiled in Nebraska‘s summer conditioning program. It 
would also need to show him catching passes after prac- 
tice in the fall as darkness fell and his teammates were long gone. 

And any Sheldon Jackson highlight video would have to include the Oct. 3 
game against Oklahoma State, when the 6-foot-4, 245-pounder made two third- 
quarter catches that led to Nebraska's only offensive touchdowns in a 24-17 victory. 

“I\'m fortunate, truly blessed, that my number was called on those plays,” 
Jackson said. “I'm thankful the coaches had the confidence to send me down the 
middle of the field.” 

Last season the Diamond Bar, Calif., native alternated with seniors Tim Carpenter 
and Vershan Jackson and caught 11 passes for 189 yards. His best game came in 
the Orange Bowl against Tennessee, when he had four catches for 56 yards. 

About midway through last season, Jackson began to realize he could be a dif- 
ference-maker. 

“There comes a point when you say, ‘That's enough,’ and you get fed up with 
not being in the game, with not starting, with taking a back seat to everybody 
else,” Jackson said. “You just put your foot down and get after it. You just tell 
yourself, ‘Look, I'm a lot better than what I’m playing and | can contribute to this 
team, so why not do it?’ “ 

Jackson’s penchant for catching passes long after practice ends reminds 
Brown of former Nebraska star tight end Johnny Mitchell. Asked if he ever tires of 
the extra practice sessions, Jackson said, “No man, | don’t have anything else to 
do. | have no friends.” 

Just Sheldon being Sheldon. 

“OK, | have a few friends, and a lot of acquaintances,” he said, “For the most 
part, | just like catching balls. That's what | do. That's all | want to do right now.” 
— As told to Steve Sea 
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FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE CALL 1-800-397-3715 
Line 1 Daily Practice Reports 


Check out what happened in practice with our updates. This is the 
‘only way to get the inside scoop daily, unless you're at the practice. 
Line 2 Game Recaps 

if you want more than the score and can't wait for the magazin 

and get carly results. Find out who scored the big plays and what 
decided the game. On-line within two hours of the end of the game. 
Line 3 Football Recruiting 

Each week we explore who the Huskers are chasing and break 
the needs by position, 


Anjustrated 
get 260-413 


inute * $1.00 for each minute thereafter 
Callers under 18 must have parents’ permission 


A Sauyis3 OF 
HUSERS UUSRANED 


YOUR BEST 
SOURCE FOR 


one 


Each prompt is updated 


by 10 p.m. (CST) unless noted 
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National Title Goals 
Are Still Intact 


The convincing win over Kansas was the first step in this team’s willingness 
to pick itself up, forget the past and move forward to Tempe 


IF A TEAM with aspirations of playing for 
a national championship loses, the loss had 
best be early in the season. A loss in the 
sixth game is probably early enough. 

That's Nebraska’s hope, anyway. 

“Our goals are still attainable,” 
Cornhusker middle linebacker and co-cap- 
tain Jay Foreman said during a news con- 
ference on the Tuesday after Nebraska’s 28- 
21 loss at Texas A&M. 

“If people think we're out of it, they don’t know 
Nebraska very well.” 

Lose confidence? “Actually, we haven't at all,” he said. 

Concerns that the 
Cornhuskers might have lost 
confidence were assuaged by a 
41-0 victory against Kansa 
Nebraska showed it could han- 
dle a defeat, even though it 
hadn't experienced one since 
early December of 1996, when it 
lost to Texas in the first Big 12 
championship game, 37-27. 

Despite the loss to Texas 
A&M, Nebraska’s goals remain 
intact. “They're still there,” said 
rush end and co-captain Chad 
Kelsay. “You've got to realize 
that you can’t let your head 
hang and feel sorry for yourself. 
Now that we've got one loss, 
we've really got to fight for the 
goals we've set.” 

The Cornhuskers responded with a week of spirited 
practices leading up to the Kansas game. 

“Id say there’s a lot more fire in people,” sophomore 
quarterback Bobby Newcombe said. 

“You see where people's hearts are at, especially when 
you're down. Some of our leaders are starting to get a lot 
more vocal. Voices are starting to raise, not because people 
are mad at each other. It’s more because we're trying to 
motivate each other to keep on fighting, and don’t give up.” 

The situation now parallels the one Nebraska faced in 
1996 after it lost at Arizona State, 19-0, in the second game 
of the season — ending a school-record 26-game winning 
streak. 

The Texas A&M loss snapped a 19-game winning streak. 

“T think in some ways (it’s) similar,” coach Frank Solich 
said at the Tuesday news conference. “As I look back at that 
team, they came back to work the following week and real- 
ly, I think, picked things up practice-wise. This team (is) 


Mike 
BABCOCK 


Bobby Newcombe and his Cornhusker teammates know 
that if they keep winning, they can still realize their goal 
of playing for another national championshi 


smart enough to understand what it takes to get back where 
they want to. 

“And they'll do everything they can to get to that point 
again.” 

The Cornhuskers dropped from No. 1 to No. 8 in the 
Associated Press poll following the Arizona State loss in 
1996, But they worked their way back up to No. 3 going into 
the Big 12 playoff against Texas. And had they not lost, they 
would have played in the Sugar Bow] for the national cham- 
pionship. 

Nebraska also dropped to No. 8 in both major polls after 
the Texas A&M game, giving the Cornhuskers ample 
opportunity to work their way back up in the rankings by 

ie season’s end. 

They were sixth in an unoffi- 
cial determination of the Bowl 
Championship Series rankings, 
which won't be calculated offi- 
cially and released for the first 
time until mid-November. 

It won't be easy. But it won't 
be impossible, either. 

“Just one loss isn’t going to 
make us throw the season 
away, by any means,” said 
sophomore split end Matt 
Davison. “We don’t feel that a 
national championship is out 
of the picture. 

“We feel there’s a lot to play 
for still.” 

Even though the Kansas State 
game is a key to any national championship hopes 
Nebraska might have still, the Cornhuskers can’t afford to 
ignore Missouri, Texas or even Iowa State — their next three 
opponents — nor can they disregard their final regular-sea- 
son game against Colorado. 

Colorado's victories haven’t been aesthetically pleasing, 
but it has six of them in its last seven games. 

If Nebraska were to win out, it might well earn a rematch 
with Texas A&M in the Big, 12 playoff in St. Louis on Dec. 5. 
“Hopefully, they (the Aggies) can win their games and we 
can win ours and then meet them in the Big 12 champi- 
onship game,” said senior center Josh Heskew. 

“That would be a good thing to do.” 

And the Cornhuskers could do it. 

The loss at Texas A&M hasn't knocked them out of the 
national title picture. It has just made Nebraska’s task a little 
more difficult. There’s no margin for error. 

But then, there wouldn’t have been anyway because it’s 
too late in the season now. 


Uitra Light — s1se5 
Folding Chair 
Lightweight and durable eo] 
this new ultra light folding 

chair is pertect for tailgating 

or home. Features 1”aluminum 
powder coated frame, 

tust proof, 5 position backrest 
recliner, dual sized drink 

holder, pocket on back of chair 

and washable fabric with 

stain resistant finish. 

Tumbler not included. 
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£-Z Hold Dinnerware 


BS9IS* 


Hold your entire meal and 
beverage in the palm 
‘of your hand. 


Comes with team carry-all. 12 piece set serves 4. 
12 oz. insulated tumblers feature teamlogos. 
Includes 4 five-in-one utensils. 


Helmet 
Unbrella 


Insulated Pilsner Style Tumblers 
BIBOS* 


Get this set of 4 
insulated 1202. tumblers 
with the Nebraska logo. 
Great for hot and cold 
beverages. 


Helmet 
Grill 38995 


No party is com- 
plete without the 
barbecue going. 
This 14” kettle grill 
features an over- 


sized team helmet A 

cover treated with Cf 
heat resistant paint \ 
topreventdiscol- = 1 
oration. \_3 


E-Z Cook Grill 
B2495° 


This cost saving 
newspaper burning 
grill is portable 

and cleans up in 
seconds. Collapses 
to fit in team 

tote bag. Great for 
tailgating, camping, 
picnics etc. 


‘QUANTITY AMOUNT EA 


ULTRA LIGHT CHAIR, $493.95 


INSULATED TUMBLERS (SET OF 4) $19.95 


E-ZCOOK GRILL: $24.95 


HELMET UMBRELLA: $1995 


E-Z HOLD DINNERWARE: $39.95 


HELMET GRILL: $89.95 


SHIPPING & HANDLING (see s.ow 


TEXAS RESIDENTS ADD 8.25% SALES TAX. 


Provides shelter 
from the rain and 
shade from the sun. 
Comes in team 
helmet color and 
graphics for great 
looking fun. 


“Aad sipping and handing charges to each order a lollows: Upto $50 add $695 «$50.01 to $100 add $1195 + $10001 to $150 add $13.95 
$150 and over add $15.95 Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery * USA Only 

AMY check or money order payable to CSC Direct Ordering Services 

Coarge tomy — Mastercard = Visa Expiration Oat 
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ADDRESS: 
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1998 Official Coach's Polo 


STUFF. THE REAL STUFF.’ 


Real champions put on attitude before they hit the field. And Huskers Authentic has 
the real stuff that helps create that Husker championship attitude on the gridiron, 
volleyball and basketball courts, or soccer field: Coach's polos (above), jerseys, 
sideline jackets, sweats, and much more. It's all absolutely identical to what the Huskers 
wear. So suit up with Huskers Authentic and put on attitude — the real stuff of champions. 


Just across the street, west of Memorial Stadium. 
Or call toll-free 1-800-965-8674 for a FREE official Huskers Authentic catalag 
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01998 Huskers Authentic * 625 Stadium Drive © Store Hours 


